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NEWS AND TRENDS IN FLORIDA INDUSTR 


12-story First National Bank now 


under construction. 





ORLANDO GETS NEW SKYLINE 
with the coming of the new 


| 














All you need is a plant site. Then leave it to the Linder 
team to come up with design and engineering know-how 
that saves you money . . . gives you a smoother operation 
. . . and anticipates future expansion. A case in point is 
Tampa Sand & Material’s new batch bin on Skipper Road 
in Tampa. 


The heart of the plant is a 200 ton four compartment 
batching bin for aggregates and cement with a seven 
cubic yard weight batcher utilizing automatic cement feed 
and cutoff. Cement is mechanically unloaded at the rate 
of 300 barrels per hour to either the batching bin or a 
reserve silo which stores 800 barrels. Aggregate is un- 


LEAVE IT TO LINDER 


for Plant Layout & Design, Modernization , Automation 


loaded by a conveyor system to three Neff & Fry Super 
Concrete Stave Silos with a combined storage capacity of 
1200 tons. To prevent water problems the reclaiming con- 
veyor to the bin is enclosed in a tunnel going through the 
silos rather than underground. The aggregate handling 


conveyor system has a capaci, of 250 tons per hour. 
It’s another good example of how the Linder Industrial 
Engineering Company and Plant City Steel Corporation 
work together to give you the winning combination in 
plant needs. If you’re considering a new plant leave it 
up to the Linder team to put it up. A call or letter and 





we're on Our way. 
5325 Mulberry Road 
P. O. Box 2037 
LAKELAND, FLORIDA 
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INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING COMPANY 


Steel Fabrication by 
City sTege 
Plant City, Florida 


PLANT CORP. 
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: FLOR/DA A 
MUNICIPALITIES EYE THE GAS BUSINESS 


As natural gas comes closer to Florida a number 
of cities are showing interest in going into the 
business of selling gas to their townspeople. A 
private Central Florida gas company finds itself 
? holding the gas bag while the towns it serves refuse 
ion to renew the company’s franchises. 2 


FLORIDA INSURANCE COMPANIES PUSH AHEAD | 
Florida’s twenty-nine “home-based” insurance 
companies are taking a bigger share of the insur- 
ance business in the state despite the fierce com- 


t petition from ever increasing competition by older, 
‘ bigger companies. A tabulation shows how the | 
5 individual companies stack up in Florida business. 10 | 
JACKSONVILLE BULLDOZES TO LEADERSHIP NEXT MONTH 


A round-up of recent and forthcoming city and 
private developments in Jacksonville place this 
Florida city at the top of the list in urban im- 
provement in Florida. TREND selects Jacksonville 
as Florida’s most progressive city for 1958. 16 


WEALTH IN FLORIDA 


“What’s Making 
Health Insurance 
Costs Soar” 
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NEWS AND TRENDS 


The rising costs of providing bealth 


Most wealthy Floridians have made their fortunes ee for employes and their 
from land and agriculture, but the pattern is dependents is becoming of grave 
changing. TREND takes you about the state concam to Fissite exgnagement and 
revealing some of Florida’s wealthiest men and how a ee Se. er 
and where money comes from in Florida. 20 gives you some case histories re- 


flecting various abuses that are 
helping to make rates spiral, plus 


BANKRUPTCIES IN FLORIDA 11 some of the ways flagrant misuse 
is being fought. 
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Talk and Predictions 





Sanford Newspaper Lashes Public Apathy 


to Improving St. Johns. River Facilities 


CENTRAL FLORIDA’S GREAT- 
EST NEED TO BOOST THE 
ECONOMY and further stabilize the 
industrial growth of the area has not 
yet been provided, says the Sanford 
Herald. 

According to the newspaper, docks 
and terminals in the area are dor- 
mant and no active planning is in 
progress although a majority of the 
Board of Sanford City Commission- 
ers is committed to the project 
through public announcement. 

The editorial stated that one 
industry, determined to take advan- 
tage of the barge transportation 
along the St. Johns River is 
installing its own facilities. How- 
ever, there are thousands of potential 
users of low-cost water transporta- 
tion throughout the Central Florida 
area if the facilities could be pro- 
vided in Sanford, it said. 

“Industrial sites, along the St. 
Johns River and Lake Monroe, are 
standing idle waiting only for the 
signal that the docks and terminals 
will be a reality,” the Herald stated. 

This Sanford daily emphasizes 
that the people in their area can 
rest assured that the project will not 
be realized “if we sit on our hands, 
keep our mouths shut, and make no 
move toward realizing the true 
advantage and needs for docks and 
terminals.” 


IT WILL BE DIFFICULT for 
Northeast Airlines, Inc., to get into 
the “black” this year even with a 
good break in the weather because 
the important Florida winter season 
operations of the company do not 
get under way in time to aid this 
years operations, George E. Gard- 
ner, chairman, recently said. 

For the first half of this year North- 
east Airlines had a deficit of $3,283,- 
533, compared with a loss of 
$1,495,679 a year ago, reflecting the 
combination of bad weather in 
Florida last winter and the business 
recession. The company had a loss 
of $4,324,195 for the year 1957. 
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A TOO COMPLACENT CITI- 
ZENRY might weigh against Pinellas 
County in any decision by outside 
industries to locate here in the 
future, A. F. Persons, manager of 
General Electric’s Pinellas Peninsula 
Plant, warned members of the St. 
Petersburg Rotary Club. 

Persons ascribed the complacency 
of St. Petersburg voters to a “built- 
in conservatism, quite natural in an 
area which has previously catered to 
retirees, living on a fixed income, 
who have no reason to be progres- 


sive. 


He cited, as an example, the re- 
fusal of St. Pete voters in November 
1957 to approve the $6 million bond 
issue, providing for such needed 
municipal improvements as the com- 
pletion of two hospital floors, build- 
ing of two fire stations, a new main 
library and drainage and _ street 
improvement. 

Competition for industry is keen 
and those industries already here are 
being closely watched by outside 
industries for clues as to the local 
business climate, he pointed out. 


REFERRING TO THE 5,197,409 
CITRUS TREES located in Orange 
County as: “citrus factories,” Henry 
Swanson, Orange County Agricul- 
tural Agent, cited it as an industry 
within itself. 

Swanson figures these “citrus fac- 
tories” return a payroll of 24 million 
dollars to the county growers for 
their products on the tree. There 
are some 1,400 growers in Orange 
County who own these “citrus fac- 
tories,’ Swanson cites, with 40 odd 
commercial grove caretakers and 
production managers who oversee 
this operation. Eight fertilizer manu- 
facturing plants and representatives 
of 25 others do business in the county 
plus one large pesticide plant add 
to the payroll. 

Found in the county are four con- 
centrate plants, two plants producing 
single strength juice and some 20 
packing houses, not to mention the 
express fruit shippers. 


“MY CONCERN IS that in the 
aggressive efforts by so many to 
secure more industry, we might lose 
site of, and as a result actually 
hamper, the economy now provided 
by agriculture.” 

Willard M. Fifield, provost for 
agriculture at the University of 
Florida, told citrus growers the state 
needed to take care to keep indus- 
trial efforts from hurting the state's 
agricultural and tourist industries. 

Speaking at the 25th annual Citrus 
Growers Institute at Camp McQuar- 
rie, he said agriculture is. still 
Florida’s basic industry—larger dol- 
larwise than either manufacturing or 
tourism, if related agricultural activi- 
ties are included in the figuring. 

“We all want Florida to continue 
its healthy, solid development and 
accomplish a balanced economy, but 
it seems sensible to channel this 
development in such a manner that 
we will not sacrifice the safeguards 
which we have thrown around our 
existing, proven economy,” Fifield 
said. 


WE WILL BE OVERSOLD the 
day it opens the way sales are going 
in Florida, said August A. Busch, 
Jr., in reference to his new Bud- 
weiser brewery, being built in 
Tampa. The company recently 
purchased the Regal brewery in 
Miami, where it “ae to produce 
both Regal beer and Busch Bavar- 
ian, Anheuser-Busch’s new popular- 
priced beer. 


“IN FLORIDA’S SEEMINGLY 
ENDLESS MILEAGE of magnifi- 
cent beaches, there is something 
reminiscent of the buffalo herds 
of the 19th Century,” said J. 
E. Baril, Florida Planning Depart- 
ment manager. 

“Already in the Gold Coast area, 
the few public beaches are becoming 
crowded, with little apparently being 
done to prepare for the teeming 
millions who are expected to popu- 
late this area in the future.” 
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... Talk & Predictions 





MORE ORANGES WILL BE 
SHIPPED FRESH from Florida 
during the coming season than in 
the past season, fruit buyers have 
been told. The predictions came in 
a joint forecast by the Florida Citrus 
Commission and Florida Citrus 
Mutual at the International Apple 
Association in Montreal. 

One estimate was based on a 75 
million-box Florida orange crop next 
season and the other based on 80 
million boxes. In both cases the 
forecasts expected fresh orange ship- 
ments to exceed the 14,425,000 boxes 
shipped during the past season. 

At the lower crop estimate, Mutual 
and the Commission predicted 15,- 
200,000 boxes of oranges will be 
shipped fresh. At the higher figure 
the prediction was 16,500,000 boxes. 

The agencies expected fewer 
oranges to be processed next season 
than last. 

The organizations reported the 
Florida industry expects to encoun- 
ter increasing competition, particu- 
larly in Canada, from Mexican or- 
anges. They said Cuban oranges 
would probably be imported to 
Florida late next season for use in 
chilled juice. The Cuban crop is 
not a big overall factor, however. 


RUSSIAN PHOSPHATE is be- 
coming a serious threat to the im- 
portant foreign market on which 
Florida companies depend for selling 
almost a third of their output. 

Speaking before the Tampa Rotary 
club, William T. Bradley, European 
Sales Manager for International 
Minerals and Chemical Corp., em- 
phasized that “despite what we may 
think of Russia and her government, 
the Soviet phosphate industry is 
noted for uniformity of quality and 
dependability of shipments.” 

Bradley stressed that the overseas 
market buys 3 million tons of Florida 
phosphate products each year, out of 
a total sedation of 10 million tons. 
Major competition for this foreign 
market comes from North African 
producers, he said, who sell 8 million 
tons of phosphate annually,” Russia, 
which produces more than 5 million 
tons annually, now exports only half 
a million tons, but is increasing that 
tonnage steadily. She is already a 
serious competitor in the Scandi- 
navian countries particularly,” he 
said. 

Russian phosphate is a high purity 


mineral, analyzing 85 per cent bone 
phosphate of lime, as compared with 
the maximum 77 per cent found in 
Florida. Until now, North African 
phosphate has been about the same 
quality as Florida’s, but development 
of a new mine in west central Africa 
will shortly be producing phosphate 
on a commercial scale which will 
test at least 80 per cent, Bradley 
added. 

Opening of the St. Lawrence Sea- 
way next year makes it conceivable 
well find real competition coming 
in from abroad through that route, 
straight into the heart of the great 
Midwestern farm belt, he said. 

Bradley pointed out that Florida 
phosphate firms have been able to 
hold onto their overseas markets 
only because of constantly improved 
operating efficiency, which keeps 
costs down to a competitive point 
with foreign producers. 

Florida’s phosphate industry means 
year-around jobs for nearly 6000 
Floridians with a $24 million pay- 
roll. The market value of Florida’s 
mineral and chemical phosphate 
products is about $145 salen $100 
million of which stays right here in 
Florida, he said. Phosphate com- 
panies in Polk County pay about 
25 per cent of the real estate taxes 
there alone. 


“GOOD COMMUNITY RELA- 
TIONS STARTS AT HOME with 
good employee relations,” said 
Wallis Martin, in charge of em- 
ployee relations and communications 
at Minneapolis-Honeywell in St. 
Petersburg. 

In a talk to the Tampa Advertising 
Club, Martin defined community re- 
lations as 90 per cent being a good 
employer and 10 per cent telling 
about it. 

Three main points outlined by 
Martin in setting up a relations pro- 
gram are: (1) being a good corpo- 
rative citizen; (2) telling the em- 
ployes about it; (3) telling the com- 
munity about it. 

Aiming a program right at the 
employee is most important because 
he reflects the company which in 
turn influences the community feel- 
ing towards the firm, he said. Of 
the employe’s time, 75 per cent is 
spent outside his job. Martin stated 
that each employee of Minneapolis- 
Honeywell comes in contact with an 
average of 50 people who are not 
a part of the M-H organization. 


New 


Ideas 





For industry, resort and financial — 
write, wire or phone without obligation 
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Introducing... 


@leasing Inc. 


Nationwide 
car and truck leasing’service 


Reduce your transportation 
Cost! 


Whatever your needs. . . cars, 
sports cars, trucks, even special 
commercial rigs in sizes and 
colors to suit you, B & B 
Leasing, Inc. has a plan to 
serve you. 


CHOOSE from three basic 
plans; 


1. Fut MAINTENANCE LEASE 
2. Net LEASE 
3. FINANCE LEASE 


Send for Complete Information 
Ph. AT. 4-7271 Day, or Night AT. 4-6051 


@ Leasing, Inc. 


P. O. BOX 237 15 E. BROADWAY 
FT. MEADE, FLA. 
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Inside the State 





Big Issues Are Starting to Shape Up 
for the 1959 Florida Legislature 


SPECIAL TAXES to build high- 
ways, ways and means of wider 
participation in federal slum clear- 
ance funds, extension of unemploy- 
ment benefits, repeal of the doubled 
state intangible tax, state power to 
force full cash value assessments in 
counties, and sweeping changes in 
the state’s court system. 

These are already shaping up as 
some of the proposals that will go 
before the 1959 Florida Legislature. 

Gov. LeRoy Collins has indicated 
the special road tax will be sought, 
possibly an additional penny gaso- 
line tax or an additional automobile 
registration tax, on a local or regional 
basis, to meet critical road problems. 

The Florida Planning and Zoning 
Association is behind new legisla- 
tion that would extend _ state 
participation in slum clearance and 
permit joint city-county development 
programs. 

The Legislature may be asked to 
open the way for Florida to par- 
ticipate in a federal plan whereby 
_funds can be advanced to states to 
extend by one half the number of 
weeks workers can draw jobless 
benefits. Florida has the shortest 
period of unemployment coverage 
in the nation—five to 16 weeks. 

Gov. Collins has said definitely 
that he will recommend to the Leg- 
islature that the maximum period be 
extended to 24 or possibly 30 weeks. 

Florida State Retailers’ Association 
is spearheading a drive to repeal the 
state intangible tax which was 
doubled by the 1957 Legislature. 
The tax hike is pushing business out 
of the state and working hardship 
on retirees, the group contends. 

The doubled tax is 10 cents a 
thousand on money and savings 
accounts, $2 a thousand on stocks 
and bonds and $1 a thousand on 
notes, accounts receivable and other 
intangibles. 

The Governor will ask the Legis- 
lature to give the state the power 
to enforce the full cash value assess- 
ment law that is already on the 
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books. He also wants the term “full 
cash value” clearly defined. 
Currently real estate is assessed 
anywhere from at 20 to 100 per 
cent of its market value for tax pur- 
poses, in the various Florida counties. 


Court system reforms will be 
backed by the Florida Judicial 
Council, now engaged in an 


exhaustive study through special 
committees. 
The trial courts committee has 


. reported “a complete hodge-podge” 


in many counties with multiple 
courts functioning each as an 
entity and creating duplication and 
waste. 


THE FLORIDA WATERWAYS 
COMMITTEE, having gained ap- 
proval of the Board of Engineers for 
Rivers and Harbors, for the cross- 
state barge canal from Mims to 
Yankeetown, is now pushing for en- 
dorsement of the Sanford-Titusville 
Canal. FWC will suggest that the 
$6 million, 400-foot lock originally 
planned for the Sanford-Titusville 
Canal be reduced to 200 feet which 
would mean a saving of $3 million. 
The canal would be 12 feet deep 
and 100 feet wide and Central 
Florida leaders believe it would open 
up all the advantages of cheap water 
transportation to Central and South 
Florida. Biggest hurdles ahead: 
Congressional approval and appro- 
priation of funds. 


RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY, 
INC. was authorized recently to hike 
its express rates on milk, cream and 
related products 9 per cent. 

The Florida Railroad and Public 
Utilities Commission said in grant- 
ing the agency's petition that the 
higher rates were justified in order 
to offset increases in wages, payroll 
taxes and prices. No protests were 
filed. 

The 
Aug. 2. 


increases became effective 


THE MERGER OF Peoples 
Water and Gas Co. of North Miami 
and The Tampa Gas Co., into 
Peoples Gas System, Inc., creating 
Florida’s largest gas utility, was 
announced recently by Phillip C. 
Crowen. 

The new company, a Florida cor- 
poration, has assets of $24,956,843. 
It operates manufactured gas dis- 
tribution properties in Dade, Brow- 
ard and Hillsborough counties that 
serve more than 100,000 customers. 
It will convert to natural gas when 
the pipeline being built by The 
Houston Corp. from Texas and 
Louisiana gas fields is completed. 


SIXTY-SIX MORE ACRES of 
}-nd in Tamnva’s Industrial Park have 
been sold for $113,237 to the Joseph 
Schlitz Brewing Co. and to the 
Jackson Products Co. 

The 65 acres bought by Schlitz 
brings the size of the $20 million 
brewery site up to 120 acres. Schlitz 
originally bought 55 acres for the 
brewery and asked for more. This 
latest land parcel cost Schlitz twice 
as much as the original park acreage 
it purchased. The one acre which 
went to Jackson Products was sold 
for $3500. The firm manufactures 
commercial dish washing equipment. 
Total price for the land transaction 
was $139,000 but $29,714 went to 
the Chamber of Commerce Commit- 
tee of 100, trustees of the industrial 
site, for costs entailed in the sales. 


THE ATLANTIC COAST LINE 
Railroad has appointed Philip |. 
Lee, Tampa, an assistant vice presi- 
dent, to begin preliminary discus- 
sions with a committee of the 
Greater Orlando Chamber of Com- 
merce on moving the railroad tracks 
out of the downtown area. W. T. 
Rice, ACL president, noted that re- 
moval of the tracks is a “major task” 
and the railroad would be happy to 
begin negotiations with Orlando. 
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... Inside the State 





“FLORIDA IN MINIATURE” 
will go on display in the New York 
Coliseum from Nov. 15 to Nov. 23, 
with more than 300 hotels, motels, 
attractions, carriers and chambers of 
commerce expected to participate 
with display booths. 

The Coliseum will be a replica 
of Florida with palms, Florida 
flowers and even special lights to give 
a Florida sunshine. There will be 
salt air and hi-fi speakers to carry 
the sounds of ocean surf and song- 
birds. 

The display, called “Florida Pre- 
view 1959,” will be geared to attract 
thousands of new Florida visitors as 
well as to re-interest past Florida 
vacationers. 

Andrew Weil, formerly of Ocala 
and Tampa, is Florida Sales Man- 
ager of the Preview which is 
expected to attract 250,000 viewers 
for the nine days. 


“RECORDS BY I-Z” is the new 
label for music records being pro- 
duced in Miami by Miamians. Bill 
Inglis, a Hialeah High School 
teacher, and Bob Zander, a_ post 
office employe, plan to record and 
release popular 45 rpm records fea- 
turing “The Big Sound” of Miami 
music. 


A BOOTH was set up at a national 
convention of oyster men in Balti- 
more to show advantages of Florida 
oyster culture over the North and 
East. 

As a result, three big scale grow- 
ers are scheduled to look over the 
Apalachicola area where oysters 
reach maturity in 18 months com- 
pared with five years in Chesepeake 
Bay and farther north. The growers 
work as much as 1,200 acres of 
oyster beds each. 

Dr. Robert Ingle, biologist who 
directs oyster culture promotion for 
the State Conservation Department, 
said convention reports revealed 
Long Island sound “about finished” 
from decline of seed oysters and 
invasion of starfish this year. He 
said similar troubles were reported 
for the first time from New Jersey. 
Excessive rains this year lowered the 
salt content of Chesepeake Bay 
below the level at which oysters 
thrive. Dr. Ingle is optimistic about 
attracting sizeable commercial oper- 
ations to the Apalachicola area. 


FLORIDA’S “SUN INCOME,” 
converted into dollars, helped Flor- 
idians earn some $2,660,000,000 last 
year. 

This “sun income,” so named by 
the Florida State Chamber of Com- 
merce, represents those activities 
traceable to the state’s advantageous 
location. 

Tourism, which makes up the big- 
gest slice of the converted sun dol- 
lars, is estimated at $1,150,000,000 
according to the Chamber’s business 
review. Fruits, vegetables, other 
crops and livestock which are pro- 
ducts of Florida’s location, made up 
$510,000,000 of the “sun income” 
total. 

The processing and manufacture 
of specified Florida crops, increased 
efficiency from a low rate of worker- 
absenteeism, and all those services 
resulting from typical Florida cli- 
matic conditions, made up the bal- 
ance of $1 billion. 


THE MERITORIOUS SERVICE 
AWARD has been given to Winn- 
Dixie Stores, Inc. by the Florida 
Council For The Blind. William 
Catlin, state vice-chairman for the 
Florida Council, said that by pur- 
chasing over $500,000 of blind-made 
products, Winn-Dixie was _instru- 
mental in the formation of the 
Florida Council and has provided 
15,000 man hours of work for blind 
people. 


EXPANSION PLANS of the Fort 
Pierce facilities of TreeSweet Pro- 
ducts Co. have been announced by 
W. K. McCracken, president of the 
company. The $800,000 expenditure 
for new construction work will 
double the present evaporate ca- 
pacity of the frozen citrus concen- 
trate plant, increasing it from 11,000 
to 22,000 pounds per hour. 

Frozen storage warehousing also 
will be twice the present capacity 
with an increase from 10,000 to 
20,000 square feet. An additional 
15,000 square feet will be added to 
the feed mill, officials have stated. 

TreeSweet Products Co. is one of 
the few citrus processors in the 
United States to combine frozen con- 
centrate and single strength opera- 
tions in one plant, and their Fort 
Pierce facility is the only such oper- 
ation in the Indian River district. 
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TREND 


in Florida Industry 


Keep your eye on 
Florida with press clippings from 
all Florida newspapers, magazines 
and trade journals. 


Maintain a check on pub- 
licity and editorial comment 
of your operation and your 
competitor’s. Obtain sales 
leads for your product. 


Subscribe for as little as $3 


monthly. Write or call for bro- 


chure and details. 


FLORIDA CLIPPING 
SERVICE 


P. O. Box 10278, Tampa 9, Fla. 
8-3536 — Phones — 8-3843 
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INDUSTRIAL LAND PRICES in 
Pinellas and Hillsborough counties 
will double in the next four years, 
pushing some new industries into 
Pasco and Sumter counties. 

This is one of the forecasts in an 
area economic study report made 
by First Research Corp. for the 
Florida Development Commission 
under mandate of the Legislature to 
seek ways to spur development in 
slow growing counties. 

Hernando and Citrus counties can 
also expect some benefit from the 
rising land cost factor, the research- 
ers said. They submitted a blue- 
print for progress, recommending 
attracting certain types of industry, 
expanding certain agricultural ac- 
tivities and capitalizing on tourist 
potential in hunting aa fishing and 
natural and historical attractions. 


THE HOTEL AND MOTEL 
MAN who goes out of his way to 
make his guest comfortable is 
doing well but the operators who are 
trying to make a fast buck and get 
rich quick off their customers are 
“in trouble,” State Hotel Commis- 
sioner Richard Edgerton reported 
after a state wide tour. 

He estimated that Florida’s sum- 
mer tourist business is off about five 
per cent, largely reflected by a 
decline of Midwest visitors stemming 
from recession in the auto industry. 

He warned against overbuilding 
of hotels and motels in the Gold 
Coast area but said Tampa could 
use some additional facilities. 


HAS MIAMI BEACH LOST ITS 
SNOB APPEAL? 

Is a cold, money-making attitude 
on the part of hotel owners and man- 
agers scaring customers away? 

Has the Beach gained a reputation 
as a haven for people of one religious 
faith and is this driving people of 
other faiths away? 

Do guests feel that hotels are 
making them captives by attending 
to all their needs within four walls? 

These are questions posed by the 
Institute for Motivational Research 
Inc., which recently turned over a 
report to the Miami Beach Hotel 
Conference to find out why Miami 
Beach is having a bad year tourist- 
wise. 

Hundreds of vacationers will be 
asked the above questions in the 
institute’s study undertaken at the 
request of the Conference. 
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FLORIDA’S Industrial Commis- 
sion is being asked to adopt a safety 
code to protect industrial workers 
against radioactivity. 

Would such a code turn new 
industry away from Florida? 

Industry spokesmen told the Com- 
mission they think not—that indus- 
try knows such codes are coming 
and will look for the state that has 
a workable one already on the books. 

Increased use of radioactive ma- 
terials in industrial processing has 
spurred interest in such a measure. 
It is being recommended by the 
Florida Nuclear Development Com- 
mission’s 18-man committee on radio- 
logical safety, headed by Chem- 
strand Vice President Fred Grone- 
meyer of Pensacola. 

The Board of Health is also being 
called upon to devise a plan to 
protect the public against all radia- 
tion sources not now controlled by 


‘the federal government, including 


X-ray equipment, shoefitting fluoro- 
scopes and uranium mining. 

Coincidentally, the Cabinet has 
created the merit system post of 
radiation tester. 


' 


BRANIFF AIRWAYS has applied 
to the Civil Aeronautics Board for 
two routes to the Pacific coast, one 
between Miami and San Francisco- 
Oakland. 

The Florida route would be by 
way of the same intermediate cities 
plus Orlando, Jacksonville and 
Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater. 


GREAT SOUTHERN TRUCK- 
ING CO. has bought Hunt Truck 
Lines, Inc. of Tampa for $215,000 
an official of the company reports. 

Hunt Truck Lines operates 32 
units of equipment and serves Hills- 
borough, Polk and Highlands coun- 
ties. Its terminals are at Tampa, 
Lakeland, Lake Wales and Sebring. 

Terminal operations in Tampa and 
Lakeland will be consolidated with 
the present Great Southern facilities 
in these cities. 


ASSOCIATED INDUSTRIES OF 
FLORIDA will hold its 38th Annual 
Meeting at Silver Springs on Thurs- 
day-Friday, October 23 and 24. H. 
T. Shulemberger, Miami, will speak 
at lunch and Lemuel Boulware, vice 
president of General Electric Co., 
New York, will be the featured 
speaker at the annual dinner. 


THE FLORENCE Citrus Growers 
Association, oldest unit of the 
Florida Citrus Exchange, has been 
sold—subject to ratification of mem- 
ber-stockholders—to the Birds Eye 
Division of General Foods, associa- 
tion officials recently announced. 

Since the Birds Eye Division had 
acquired the cooperative’s large 
concentrate plant some time ago, 
officials said that ratification would 
be a “mere formality.” 

Under the terms of the sale, Flor- 
ence CGA will continue to use the 
packing plant for the 1958-59 and 
1959-60 shipping seasons, with an 
option for a third season. 


MEMBERS OF THE Society of 
Aluminum Window _ Engineers, 
Miami, have voted funds, and sched- 
uled their personal professional spare 
time and energies, to provide and 
operate specialized equipment—not 
presently available locally—for clin- 
ical testing of aluminum window 
and door products. 

The new specialized laboratory 
unit, which will result, will house 
routine and advanced engineerin 
testing instruments and related 
equipment presently not at hand 
anywhere in South Florida, accord- 
ing to Albert W. Hainlin, former 
professor in charge of the Housing 
Research Laboratory of the Uni- 
versity of Miami and chairman of 
the society’s technical committee. 

Aluminum is a_ predominating 
economic factor in scores of the 
2400 manufacturing plants in Met- 





_ropolitan Miami. 


Hainlin explained that “existing 
test equipment in South Florida 
makes it difficult to obtain adequate 
resultful information quickly or 
thoroughly on certain aspects of 
aluminum window and door per- 
formance for engineering study.” 
He said many special items must be 
sent as far as Pittsburgh for certain 
laboratory tests. 


ARTHUR VINING DAVIS is go- 
ing to build three aluminum houses 
in South Dade, but this time they will 
be real aluminum houses. Davis was 
disappointed in the much-heralded 
Alcoa House which went up across 
the nation last year with little suc- 
cess. They were nothing more than 
a post and beam house decorated 
with aluminum. 
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7 Winter Haven and other Polk 
ate County towns have their eye on 
rand Central Florida Gas Corp. gas° 
distributing facilities. Central is 
“ord- operating without franchises 
rmer which the towns refused to renew. A 
ising s natural gas comes closer to Florida a sizeable 
Uni- number of Florida communities are eyeing the oppor- 
n of tunity of getting into the business of selling their 
2. citizens the new product. 
ating A number of Florida towns are at this moment 
the \e watching the efforts of the Houston Corporation, St. 
Met- . Petersburg, to clear the final obstacles which will allow 
them to start digging their 943 miles of pipeline which 
sting will fan into Florida, providing natural gas to nearly 
orida every nook and cranny in the state. 
yuate As TREND was going to press the Houston corpo- 
or ration had cleared its financing arrangements and put 
s of its offerings on the market. 
per- On the surface the advent of the new power source 
idy.” looks pretty juicy to communities who are dickering 
st be with the idea of selling it. In some cases natural gas 
tala will be brought in for less than half of the present cost 
of manufactured gas. Thus interest is high among 
some town councils who see a big opportunity to move 
in competitivewise against other power sources. 
is go- Where private companies are already operating, it 
uses appears that municipal ownership is in for a tough 
y will fight, however. 
5 was In Polk County, for instance, the Central Florida 
alded Gas Corporation has served the major county cities of 
Bartow, Haines City, Winter Haven, and Lake Wales 
\crOss . o> Aimy : : 
for thirty years without interrupted service. Ironically, 
= all of their franchises have just run out and they are 
than operating now without official contract. 
rated With Central sitting behind the eight ball, the 
Winter Haven city commission proceeded to discuss 
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The Gas Business . . . 


the possibility of the city replacing Central. The dis- 
cussion was obviously contingent upon the availability 
of natural gas. 

When the news broke the idea of Winter Haven 
citizens going into the gas business met a brick wall. Bill 
Rynerson, publisher of the Winter Haven News-Chief 
struck hard against the move. “All socialistic-minded 
people can give a hundred reasons why we should get 
into this sort of thing, but let’s just make a sweeping 
answer—it’s one more way in which to center control 
of our lives in one place, the city hall,” Rynerson edi- 


torialized. His paper was joined by the weekly Winter 
Haven Herald which heartily opposed municipal 
ownership. 


Strong Resolution 


The Winter Haven Junior Chamber of Commerce 
rose up with a strong resolution condemning the pos- 
sible action and the American Legion followed suit. 

Whether city officials were influenced greatly by 
this display of public opposition was not too evident, 
however, Central’s application for new franchises were 
still gathering dust in the city hall's of the Polk towns. 

Central is a family owned corporation started by 
R. B. Wagner in 1928 and run by him and his family 
since then. When rising costs threatened to crush 
the company against state regulated rates some years 
ago, the company organized a pick-up operation to 
gather automobile drain oil from filling stations to 
convert into gas. The company has since converted 
its facilities two times in order to stay ahead of rising 
labor costs. 

Municipal companies are not under state regulation. 

The company has signed a contract with the Hous- 
ton Corporation which would give it roughly four 
times the capacity they now maintain. It would use 
its present facilities for standby service which is 


considered desirable in conjunction with the use of 
natural gas. 

The coming of natural gas will not mean overnight 
residential rate reductions of any great significance 
apparently to the people of Polk county or anywhere 
else. Every gas distribution system in Florida will 
make a major cash outlay in the conversion of gas 
appliances which will need new parts to make them 
suitable for natural gas use. The total estimated cost 
of this conversion plus new facilities state-wide is 
over $56 million. Examples: Jacksonville, $6,000,000, 
St. Petersburg, $6,000,000; Tampa, $3,500,000. One of 
the most popular guesses is about 15 per cent reduction 
the first year over present gas prices. Succeeding years 
will bring more reductions. 

There has been no apparent evidence of a rush of 
private capital to buy Florida gas distribution systems. 
Florida Power and Light Company was apparently glad 
to sell to the Houston Corporation its gas properties at 
Miami, Lakeland, and Daytona Beach. The Houston 
company is also buying the gas facilities at Orlando 
and Winter Park from the South Atlantic Gas Co. and 
a number of bottle gas towns are expected to be taken 
over by Houston. 

Speculation Rises 

Now that natural gas is assured for Florida, specula- 
tion in gas companies has already shown an increase, 
however. The Sarasota-Bradenton gas property was 
recently purchased by the Donovan Corporation and 
the Peoples Gas System recently took over the Miami 
and Tampa systems. 

In a report by the Florida Development Commis- 
sion revealing the proposed new community systems 
expected to be developed to use natural gas, only one, 


in Panama City, was a private enterprise. Proposed 
municipal systems are: Avon Park, Blountstown, 
Chattahoochee, Chipley, Graceville, Green Cove 


Springs, Fort Pierce, Lake Alfred, Lake City, Leesburg, 
Live Oak, Madison, Marianna, Perry and Starke. 





THE NATION’S NEWEST textile 
fiber production plant, which will 
produce American Cyanamid Com- 
pany’s Creslan acrylic fiber, is pre- 
pared for start-up in Northwest 
Florida. The Santa Rosa Plant, near 
Pensacola, will begin production late 
this year. 
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In Florida 


HOW THEY GO BUST 


Write bankruptcies have been more frequent in 
the past six months in Florida, spotlighted in particular 
by a dozen or so plush hotel failures on Miami Beach, 
an examination of court records indicates most recent 
failures are small potatoes. 

In the entire Orlando district which takes in a good 
bit of the East Coast, Sanford, and other sizeable 
towns there have been only six failures this year. These 
included a carpenter, a TV shop, a realty office, a 
contractor, a coffee shop, and a used car dealer. 

The relatively few bankruptcies in Florida coupled 
with the fact that the state ranks third in the U.S. 
in numbers of new businesses established and the fact 
that Florida law gives those in bankruptcy quite liberal 
protection, indicate a pretty healthy business climate. 

A man can declare bankruptcy in Florida and his 
creditor can’t touch his home—even if it’s a $100,000 
palatial showplace. He is also allowed to keep $1,000 
worth of personal property. 

As it works out frequently the bankrupt party holds 
on to all of his personal belongings and sometimes 
manages to salvage part of his business too. 


A Typical Case 


Take the case of a photographer in the Tampa 
district. His creditors thought they might get something 
until the Trustee discovered only about $350 remained 
after the $1,000 personal exemption was declared. The 
photographer managed to keep his car, his camera, 
and his dark room equipment. He owned no home. 
Other than the stigma of failure he was in better shape 
to do business than before. 

Creditors are often disappointed in personal bank- 
tuptcies according to J. W. B. Shaw, Federal bank- 
Ttuptcy referee for the Tampa and Orlando districts. 

“They usually discover that everything the man 
Owns is in hock.” 





Shaw pointed out that automobiles and heavy 
appliances for instance, are not necessarily attachable. 
Such items heavily financed do not represent enough 
—, to bother with. Some finance companies even 
offer to refinance a bankrupt party’s car after he has 
shaken his other creditors off in court. 

Individual bankruptcies, usually small business, out- 
number all others, Shaw says. “It’s the same old reasons, 
inexperience or lack of capital or both.” Another pat- 
tern is the fellow who does all right, then decides or 
is persuaded to get bigger. 

The highest percentage of a single field of business 
failures this year on Shaw’s books are contractors and 
building supply firms. In his district, which includes 
over a million people, there have been only two res- 
taurant failures this year. There was one dry cleaner 
and one automobile agency on the books. There were 
no grocery stores, printers, plumbers, or service stations. 


“No Assets” 


When a man or a company decides to go bankrupt 
it is surprising how little concern many creditors show, 
Shaw says. A very low percentage of creditors show 
up for the appointed meetings. 

The truth is that the vast majority of bankruptcies 
end up as “no asset” cases because what little property 
the man has is exempt from seizure. Thus the lack of 
enthusiasm from creditors in most cases. Court costs, 
attorney and trustee fees are paid before creditors. 

The procedure of voluntary bankruptcy usually 
starts by the applicant hiring a lawyer which he nor- 
mally pays in advance a minimum of about $150. The 
debtor fills out a long list of forms and files it with the 
court clerk with $45 for filing fee. (He can pay the 
filing fee in four installments). His debts are then cut 
off temporarily and his creditors cannot further dun 
him. 

The creditors are notified by mail of the bankruptcy 
meeting and invited to attend a meeting at which 
time they can question the debtor directly and chal- 
lenge, if they like, his right to declare bankruptcy. 
If a creditor thinks he can prove the debtor has con- 
cealed assets or has transferred his property or has 
obtained credit through false statements, he can ask 
the court to deny cancellation of debts. 

If a bankruptcy is contested the referee acts as 
judge and decides the merits of the case. But rarely 
is a case contested. 

The creditors elect a trustee and if there are assets 
not exempted, he sells the property and distributes the 
property in this priority: Cost of administration 
(lawyer and court fees); taxes due and other gov- 
ernment obligations, wage claims if the bankrupt is 
an employer, and, lastly, general creditors. 

The “wage earner plan” set up by Federal law 
whereby a trustee is appointed to receive a man’s 
paycheck and administer his financial affairs is not a 
popular substitute for bankruptcy in Florida, Referee 
Shaw says. 

“Quite a few ask about this, but when they find out 
what it is all about they prefer bankruptcy.” 

Under the wage earner plan the Trustee doles out 
a man’s earnings on a strict budget. If he thinks the 
family should spend X dollars on groceries that is what 
they get. 

In contrast in Alabama where the bankruptcy 
exemptions are not so liberal such plans are much 
more popular. Some employers, however, consider 
attachment of wages due cause for dismissal. 
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Florida companies are doing Gi 
super insurance selling in 
super markets. Cecil Smith 
talks to a prospect on his H: 
shift at American Heritage’s 
booth in a Tampa market. Hi 
In 
: ° Li 
Home Based Insurance Companies 4 
INCREASE THEIR PERCENTAGE |] 5 
. . P 
of Florida Business ; 
Try Super Salesmanship P 
Si 
A : 
s each month rolls by in Florida its citizens are 
adding $4 million more to the annual take of 226 life S 
insurance companies who have a license to do business 
in the state. Last year Floridians paid nearly a quarter S 
of a billion dollars in premiums for life coverage alone. 
While the sales forces of out-of-state life companies S 
grow ever greater, a group of 29 Florida chartered p 
companies is striving to get their share of the premium R 
dollar and thus far it looks like they are doing a : 
pretty good job. ¢ 
Last year Florida-based life companies took in over ; 
$57 million in life premiums from state business accord- { 
ing to figures just released by the state treasurer's 
office. This was a shade over 24 per cent of all the . 


business sold—an increase of about one and a half 
per cent over their share the previous year. 
A glance at the home based insurance companies now 
in Florida will show some startling activity. Almost 
(Continued on Page 14) 
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“The Number of Florida Companies Has Doubled Since 1954 





INSURANCE COMPANY 
CITY LOCATED — FOUNDED 


Afro-American 
Jacksonville—1901 


Amer. Bankers Life Assurance 
Miami—1952 
American Fidelity Life 
Pensacola—Sept. 1956 
American Heritage Life 
Jacksonville—Dec. 1956 
American Life Savings 
Jacksonville—July 1956 
Central Life 
Tampa—1922 
Conger Life 
Miami—1945 
Florida Sun Life 
Ft. Lauderdale—1955 


Great Atlantic Life 


Miami—1955 


ppearanty Life 
Si 


Jacksonville—1936 

Gulf Life 
Jacksonville—1911 

Haven Life* 
St. Petersburg—1946 

Home Owners Life 
Ft. Lauderdale—1955 

Independent Life & Accident 
Jacksonville—1920 

Life Insurance Co. of Florida 
Miami—Aug. 1956 

Mid-States Life Ins. Co. of Amer. 
Orlando—1952 

National Standard Life 
Orlando—1944 

Peninsular Life 
Jacksonville—1901 

Professional Insurance Corp. 
Jacksonville—1937 

Public Life Ins. Co. of America 
Miami—1954 

Seaboard Life 
Miami—1955 

Seminole Life 
West Palm Beach—1954 

South Atlantic Life 
Tampa—1955 

Southeast Life 
Miami—1956 

Southern Standard Life 
Jacksonville—1955 

State Mutual 
Rome, Ga.— 1936 

Suwannee Life 
Jacksonville—1933 

United Life 
Jacksonville—1930 

Wilson National Life 
Lake City—1933 


TOTALS 


FLORIDA BUSINESS 1957 


ADMITTED — 


ASSETS 
8,985,704 


2,653,393 
861,577 
2,048,533 
520,971 
2,438,292 
599,077 
258,303 
563,545 
1,288,451 
146,417,029 
265,706 
682,916 
41,761,000 
257,664 
3,316,956 
2,129,674 
35,116,652 
2,270,520 
1,605,060 
267,000 
205,769 
241,909 
945,879 
150,959 
4,912,426 
1,206,724 
6,077,998 
531,560 


Ordinary 


4,919,448 
32,200,525 
5,377,678 
6,968,428 
4,557,686 
2,431,872 
2,746,309 
4,992,190 
1,726,248 


438,176,026 
4,372,666 
12,393,926 


2,027,356 
28,337,455 
11,699,372 

110,147,332 


3,177,327. 


337,830 
4,004,610 


4,642,245 
2,014,961 


866,785 


6,264,300 
641,121 


Group 


8,423,457 


40,045,466 
658,763 


178,000 


1,379,500 


92,784 


163,441,762 


131,000 


637,000 


9,105,394+ 


662,000 


950,000 


1,550,949 


658,354 


1,272,902 


* Merged with Coastal States Life Insurance Co., Atlanta, Ga., June 1958. 


+ Credit life insurance. 


——LIFE INSURANCE IN FORCE————— 


Industrial 


25,162,259 


19,119,004 
15,089,665 


1,078,009+ 
19,547,447 
178,899,335 
1,553,672 

29,956,537 + 


337,656,765 


3,400,910 


29,403,754 


98,040,519 


739,748+ 
6,556,560 


1,356,750 


22,315,698 


60,171,180 


3,497,449 


$268,581,247 $695,023,696 $229,187,331 $853,545,261 


——ALL INSURANCE—— 
Lo 


Writings 
(Premiums) 


1,955,315 
636,560 
97,583 
435,597 
79,849 
1,247,879 
1,485,891 
438,589 
75,278 
1,429,703 
28,223,535 
607,235 
884,619 
23,557,032 
456,724 
692,267 
3,898,929 
7,332,638 
2,525,783 
11,773 
148,738 
340,943 
188,386 
63,524 
129,300 
33,449 
1,465,907 
2,139,661 
574,275 
$81,156,962 


sses 


Paid 


636,777 
149,020 
12,491 
131,369 
1,000 
314,420 
460,859 
52,698 
10,549 
407,628 
6,306,789 
264,439 
149,664 
6,720,629 
74,457 
210,840 
1,149,490 
1,540,602 
1,349,831 
2,536 
4,548 
35,999 
85,885 
55,314 
20,911 
8,815 
421,332 
322,004 
226,656 
$21,127,552 
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Florida Companies Are Getting About 25% 


of the Insurance Business in Florida 


half have been organized since 1954 and while they 
may not be long on assets their records indicate some 
astute merchandising. 

American Heritage Life Insurance Co., of Jackson- 
ville, for instance, has come up with super market 
insurance selling—in Winn-Dixie grocery stores and 
according to officials it has all the ear marks of great 
success. “We are shooting for $3 million per store when 
the plan gets in full swing,” Tampa area manager, Al 
Vivian reported. The super market based salesmen are 
selling ordinary policies. 


Super Market Selling 


Oddly enough the super-market selling of American 
Heritage stems not from an insurance mind but from 
Winn-Dixie boss J. E. Davis who is chairman and an 
organizer of the insurance company. In just a little 
more than a year and a half the company has sold 
over $100,000,000 in policies—roughly $75 million in 
group and $25 million in ordinary insurance, officials 
report. If super market insurance selling is the thing, 
American Heritage couldn't ask for a better friend and 
stockholder than Mr. Davis. 

Many companies in Florida are so new they have 
never had the dubious honor of paying a claim. Home 
Owners Life Insurance Co., Ft. Lauderdale, which 
started in the summer of 1955 apparently holds the 
record for selling healthy, careful people over the 





NEXT — “What’s Making Health 
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READ Insurance Costs Soar” 











past two years by collecting nearly $400,000 in ordinary 
premiums without incurring the first claim. The com- 
pany had over $12 million coverage on seemingly 
happy, healthy folks during this period of grace. The 
company’s annual premiums are now running well over 
$1 million and they recently reported over $50,000,000 
in force including their credit life line. 

All the 29 Florida companies are stock companies 
except one, State Mutual Insurance Co., which liked 
the Florida laws but picked its headquarters in 
Rome, Ga. 

Several sessions ago the Florida legislature decided 
to make the insurance business attractive by offering 
certain benefits and safeguards to those that would 
come here. At the time it did not appear that so 
many Floridians would pick up the ball themselves. 
Some of the nationals gladly accepted the invitation 
and the advent of their presence, mainly centering in 
Jacksonville, has meant much to the state. Notable 
among the nationals has been Prudential Insurance 
Company of America which brought with it $14 
million in buildings and an $8 million payroll. 


Gulf Life Leads 


In ordinary and group insurance Gulf Life at Jack- 
sonville is well out in front of all other Florida 
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companies. Gulf had $438 million ordinary insurance 
at the close of the year against its second contender, 
Peninsular Life Insurance Company's $110 million. 
Peninsular also headquarters at Jacksonville. In in- 
dustrial insurance (weekly premium) Independent Life, 
also of Jacksonville is the leader by a wide margin 
with $337 million. Independent recently went into the 
ordinary insurance business. 

The industrial insurance business in Florida has, as 
a matter of fact, always been big business. Florida 
companies had $821 million industrial insurance on their 
books against $695 million ordinary policies at the 
close of last year. This trend seems to be reversing. 

There are several smaller old timers in the industrial 
insurance business in Florida with sizeable volumes in 
force. They are: Afro-American, Jacksonville, $25 mil- 
lion; Central Life, Tampa, $19 million; Guaranty Life, 
Jacksonville, $19 million; National Standard Life, 
Orlando, $29 million; Suwannee Life, Jacksonville, $22 
million; and United Life, Jacksonville, $60 million. 


Big Problem 


The big problem in building new insurance com- 
panies is the necessity to employ seasoned, capable 
insurance people as a nucleus of the organization. The 
favorite way of wooing good men away from the older 
established companies is to offer them options to buy 
stock at a stated price after the company has made 
headway and can reflect a sizeable increase in the 
selling price of the stock. Some top producers have 
been lured away from big incomes with other com- 
panies in this manner and actually it is about the only 
= it can be done outside of a tremendous capital 
outlay. 


SUMMARY OF CLASSIFICATIONS OF FLORIDA BUSINESS ; 
— 1957 — ALL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 


Classes Direct Direct Losses Life Insurance 


Writings Paid In-force 12/31/57 
Ordinary: $150,114,174.00 $48,047,677.00 $5,740,030,983.00 
Group: 21,532,463.00 13,968,241.00  2,265,089,140.00 


Industrial: 62,192,296.00 13,257,377.00 1,556,642, 125.00 
Fraternal: 7,642.00 33,126.00 740,418.00 
Credit: 1,054,125.00 400,749.00 40,879,688.00 


Totals: | $234,900,700.00 $75,707,170.00 $9,603,382,354.00 


SUMMARY OF CLASSIFICATIONS OF FLORIDA BUSINESS 
— 1957 — FLORIDA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES ONLY 


Classes Direct Direct Losses Life Insurance 











Writings Paid In-force 12/31/57 
Ordinary: $17,384,582.00  $2,698,941.00  $695,023,696.00 
Group: 2,834,968.00 502,275.00 220,08 1,037.00 
Industrial: 36,202,172.00 5,401,464.00 821,770,967.00 
Fraternal: 
Credit: 1,054,125.00 400,749.00 40,879,688.00 


Totals: $57,475,847.00 $9,003,429.00 $1,777,756,288.00 
Source: State Treasurer’s Office. 
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... Inside the State 





PERMISSION TO OPERATE jet 
clipper revenue cargo and mail 
service between the U. S. East Coast 
and San Juan, Puerto Rico, with the 
provisionally certified Boeing 707 
has been received by Pan American 
World Airways from the U. S. 
government. 


SOUTHEASTERN Airways, Flor- 
ida’s newest airline connecting Miami 
with St. Petersburg via Fort Lauder- 
dale, West Palm Beach, Fort Pierce, 
Sebring and Lakeland, began opera- 
tion last month. 


FLORIDA’S OIL DRILLING is 
beginning to pick up again after a 
year's lull, Dr. Robert Vernon, state 
geologist, has reported. 

Partly responsible is the Mid-East 
crisis, threatening to shut off this 
country’s sources of supply in that 
oil-rich area. 

A permit has been issued to the 
Plymouth Oil Co. to drill a well in 
Santa Rosa County, near Whitfield. 
Dr. Vernon said that recent inquir- 
ies indicated several other wells 
were in prospect in Northwest 
Florida. Large tracts of lands were 
recently leased by the St. Regis 
Paper Co. to Magnolia Petroleum 
Corp. 

Only well being drilled in Florida 
currently is in Hillsborough, where 
Sumner Oil Company’s Julian Sum- 
ner No. 1 is going down near Ruskin. 
A permit has been issued to Humble 
Oil Co. to drill the Consolidated 
Naval Stores well in Lee County. 


FLORIDA PAID OUT a record 
$22,440,397 in jobless benefits during 
the fiscal year ending June 30 with 
$30 million anticipated for the 1958 
calendar year. 

Unemployment is not the sole fac- 
tor in increased unemployment com- 
pensation payments. The program 
was extended in 1956 to employers 
with as few as four workers. The 
1957 Legislature upped maximum 
weekly payments from $26 to $30. 

Worst impact cf the national 
recession and winter freezes will be 
reflected in 1958 figures. 

Jobless benefits are paid from a 
trust fund into which employers pay 
a tax ranging down from 2.9 per 
cent on the first $3,000 wages of 
each employe. July 1 fund balance 
was slightly over $89 million, a de- 
cline of nearly $4 million from the 
previous year. 


A BUSINESS FIRM with $500.009 
in assets would save $5,587 a year 
in taxes by locating in Florida 
instead of Georgia, according to a 
State Development Commission an- 
alysis made for an_ industrial 
prospect. 

The savings is largely due to the 
fact that Georgia has a state income 
tax while Florida does not. 


AREA ADVISORY committees are 
being set up by the Florida State 
Retailers Association preparatory to 
hearings to be conducted by the 
Legislature’s Interim Tax Committee. 
The committees are alerted to talk 


new taxes which may be needed in 
1959. 


THE 3,200-TON MV _ Heinrich 
Lorenz, American Defense Line gen- 
eral cargo ship and the largest all- 
cargo ship yet placed in service 
between Miami and foreign ports, 
has started its Charleston, S. C., to 
Cristobal, Panama, run with stops 
at Jacksonville, Miami, Ciudad 
Trujillo and LaGuaira, Venezuela. 


GENERAL CAPITAL CORP. is 
offering $300,000.00 of 7% Cumula- 
tive Preferred Stock, it was an- 
nounced by H. S. Gruber, president. 
The Issue has been filed with the 
U. S. Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission and the Florida Securities 
Commission, and is being offered 
throughout the entire country. The 
Issue consisting of 60,000 shares will 
be offered at a price of $5.00 per 
share. Dividends of 7% per annum 
will be preferred and cumulative. 

This is the third public offering of 
the firm, whose operation is factor- 
ing accounts receivable and making 
inventory loans to manufacturers in 
the entire State of Florida. De- 
benture Bonds totalling $750,000.00 
were offered in 1956 and 1957. Both 
Issues were oversubscribed by the 
public. 

The Corporation has been doing 
business in Florida for many years 
and last year extended its operation 
throughout the state. Total resources 
amount to nearly four million dollars. 
General Capital Corp. is the only 
firm in the State of Florida that is 
exclusively engaged in the financing 
and factoring of accounts receivable. 
In 1957 its volume of business 
amounted to more than 21 million 


dollars. 


FLORIDA SAVINGS AND LOAN 
ASSOCIATIONS added more than 
$142 million in savings to their books 
in the first six months of 1958, the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Greens-_ 
boro reported. With new savings in 
the first half totaling $543,932,000 
and withdrawals amounting to $401,- 
806,000, the Florida savings and loan 
associations posted a January-June 
net increase of $142,126,000 in sav- 
ings, $38,766,000 of the total coming 
in June. The associations’ six- 
month’s intake fell short of the 
$161,088,000 total for the first half 
of 1957. 

In mortgage loans closed in the 
first half, the Florida associations 
also showed a slight decline from last 
years level. The 1958 total was 
$227,217,000 compared to the year- 
ago $236,825,000. 


MAULE INDUSTRIES,  INC., 
which recently reported a drop in 
net sales and earnings, announced 
expansion of its concrete and con- 
crete block operations to Florida’s 
West Coast. A new plant at Mur- 
dock, near Punta Gorda, is expected 
to be ready this month (September ) 
employing 35 persons. 


SERVICING FLORIDA users of 
specialty steel, Southern Steel Serv- 
ice Company, Inc. has recently be- 
gun operations at Orlando. A tem- 
porary office has been established, 
awaiting the completion of the main 
office and warehouse in August. 

The company will serve the entire 
state of Florida with offices to be 
opened shortly in St. Petersburg and 
Ft. Lauderdale. President and 
founder of the company is Henry 
W. Doctor, formerly with the Bab- 
cock & Wilcox Company, Tubular 
Products Division, for 25 years. 


MORE DADE COUNTY MEN, 
two per cent more, are smoking cig- 
arettes this year than last year. Also, 
almost five per cent more households 
have a woman smoking than in 


1957. 


THE MIAMI-OPERATED Gen- 
eral Development Corp., Florida's 
largest homebuilder, reported net 
income for the six months ended 
June 30 of $3,684,672 or $1.61. The 
share income for the same period in 
1957 was 92 cents a share. 
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PROGRESS: 


JACKSONVILLE 


A Florida City That Is Showing 
Others How to Do It 


| and effectively, business and local govern- 
ment in Jacksonville are transforming one of the “worst 
eyesores’ of any urban area in the nation into useful 
and beautiful property. 

Urban redevelopment is more than just a classroom 
term in Jacksonville. The term is given real meaning 
in Jacksonville, by $204,000,000 of new buildings, 
streets, sanitary sewers and highway expressways in the 
heart of the city’s urban area. 

To understand what has been done and what is 
being done to revitalize the center of Jacksonville, it 
is necessary to know a little about the city’s background. 

Built around two right angle bends of the St. Johns 
River, a massive stream which flows north from Central 
Florida to its mouth about 18 miles east of Jacksonville, 
Jacksonville’s industrial and commercial centers crowd 
along the city’s waterfront. Originally business estab- 
lishments were drawn to the waterfront to be near the 
docks, wharves and warehouses which served a bust- 
ling river boat and ocean ship traffic. The river boats 
disappeared after the railroads came and the ocean 
ships moved eastward to new and more modern docking 
facilities nearer the mouth of the St. Johns. 

But the docks and warehouses remained, vacant, 
unpainted and falling down. The city’s principal bridge, 
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BULLDOZING ITS WAY TO LEADERSHIP 
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Jacksonville has turned its riverfront, above, 
into a bustling new center of construction 
including major buildings and parking lots. 


By Jayne Brumley 


the main street bridge over which funneled the traffic 
of U. S. Highways 1, 17 and 90, bisected this dilapidated 
area. 

Concurrent with this deterioration of the water- 
front, the downtown business area, which had moved 
back from the waterfront, was being strangled by that 
nemesis of so many other cities, the automobile. There 
was a shortage of parking space and the arterial streets 
were jammed with cars. The traffic problem was further 
complicated by the river, beautiful to look at and a 
boon to boating fans, but a headache to traffic engineers 
who tried to get thousands of cars and trucks back and 
forth across the deep channel over only two bridges. 

The worst of the area was four blocks, two on 
either side of the main street bridge, divided into 28 
land parcels. “No individual or corporation could have 
consolidated the parcels involved just in the riparian 
rights of these four blocks,” says Jacksonville’s Mayor 
Haydon Burns, a lanky Floridian whose visionary drive 
is belied by his rather laconic appearance. “It took 
governmental power, with the rights of condemnation,” 
to consolidate the land. 

The area was an eyesore and the city needed park- 
ing space. So Jacksonville obtained permission from 
the legislature to issue $4,000,000 parking lot certificates 
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which were sold at 3% per cent interest. 

The area was bought, cleared and a parking area 
for 1,980 cars was created. Parking lot revenues and 
the take from city parking meters on other streets will 
pay off the cost. ‘ 

This was the spark. Earlier the Board of County 
Commissioners had voted to build a courthouse on an 
inland location, but after the city announced plans for 
the waterfront parking lot the county commissioners 
decided to put a new $8 million courthouse and jail on 
waterfront property east of the courthouse. This facility 
was completed and occupied a few months ago. 

Meanwhile the city tel not been resting on its 
parking laurels. 


Parking Lots and Courthouse 


Last December the city sold $30,000,000 improve- 
ment certificates at 4.64 per cent, to be repaid by a 
10 per cent city utilities tax levied on customers’ bills. 
(The city of Jacksonville operates a municipal electric 
utility.) 

The City government has allocated the money to 
spread the good to many segments of the population. 


Between the city parking lot and the new courthouse, 
the city soon will begin construction on a 15-story, 
$6,000,000 new city hall. Fifteen million is earmarked 
for sanitary sewers and six million will go for arterial 
streets. 

In addition the city is building a 12,000 seat Sports 
Coliseum near the new municipally owned baseball 
park and the Gator Bowl, a nationally known football 
stadium. 

And $1 million is deposited in a fund which will 
be used to build a city auditorium on property just 
west of the waterfront parking lot. 

Thus, Jacksonville is well along toward a water- 
front “civic center.” 

But that is only part of the story. Businessmen also 
take a hand. 


Across the River 


Across the river from the parking lot is a new 22- 
story structure which houses a regional home office of 
Prudential Insurance Co. One factor in Prudential’s 
selection of Jacksonville was “our demonstrated aggres- 
siveness,” according to Mayor Burns. Other recently 


Jacksonville Is Studded With New And Proposed Private And Public Buildings 
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constructed new life insurance buildings, either along 
the riverfront or in the heart of Jacksonville, include 
Peninsular Life, George Washington Insurance, Inde- 
pendent Life and Pe ti Insurance Corp. 

Now comes another coup. 

The Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, one of the major 
carriers serving Florida, announced some time ago that 
it proposed to move its headquarters from Wilmington, 
N. C. Cities all up and down the line bid for the rail- 
road headquarters and the economic stimulation its 
1,500 headquarters employes would bring. 

Jacksonville’s urban redevelopment proved attrac- 
tive and the Gateway City, which traces its name to 
its strategic rail location, at last was chosen as a head- 
quarters for one of the roads whose tracks fan out 
from the city. 

To get the Coast Line headquarters, Jacksonville 
agreed to buy land west of its parking lot from the 
Seaboard Air Line Railroad, part of which would be 
sold to the Coast Line and part of which would be 
used as a site for the new Atlantic Coast Line building. 
The city financed this purchase by issuing $1,700,000 
3.7 per cent certificates of indebtedness. 


ACL Building 


From the downtown area, Seaboard moved freight 
offices and sheds and trackage for fruit, produce and 
meat packing establishments to the outskirts of the city. 

The Atlantic Coast line plans to build a 15-story 
headquarters on its segment of the waterfront pur- 
chased from the city. The auditorium will be built 
on the remainder. 

Other dividends began to roll in. Sears Roebuck 
& Co. purchased two city blocks adjacent to the audi- 
torium site and has underway construction of a new 
$3 million store. Just north of the Sears site, an old 
hotel harking back to the glories of the river boat 
days will be torn down to make way for a new building 
to be occupied by McCrory Stores. 





As the downtown began to take on new life, other 
commercial interests started construction on urban 
sites. New buildings for a J. C. Penney Store and for 
a Woolworth store were erected and workmen are 


busy now on a new 550 room hotel on the other half § 


of the block occupied by Penney’s and Woolworth’s. 

Scarcely a block of the downtown area has not seen 
some type of revitalization. Other hotels are remodel- 
ing, banks have had face-liftings, there is a new YMCA 
building and a new addition to the Woman’s Club. 

All of this new activity, of course, doesn’t solve the 
arterial traffic problem. But that too is being attacked 
by construction of a new expressway and toll bridge 
system, $90,000,000 worth, which should be completed 
by 1960. 

Two new bridges across the St. Johns River are 
already in service and part of a system of controlled 
access, high speed streets to carry traffic all through 
the city and its suburbs is already in use. A five-man 
expressway authority, appointed by the Governor, 
administers the expressway program. 


A Private Victory 


Nearly all of this eye-popping improvement has 
been accomplished with local government and private 
capital: About the only federal money involved is a 
small sum allocated under the federal highway program 
for the expressway. 

While Mayor Burns has been the visionary and the 
a for much of the urban development, he is 
the first to give credit to the businessmen of the com- 
munity. The Jacksonville Area Chamber of Commerce 
and the Committee of 100, a group which concentrates 
on bringing new industry and business to Jacksonville, 
‘tao a big part in bringing the Atlantic Coast Line 

eadquarters to the city. Mayor Burns says, “The team- 
work in all things is always so close between these 
groups and the city administration that it is impossible 
to separate them.” 
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A CORPORATION TO MANU- 
FACTURE a revolutionary type low 
cost vertical takeoff plane for civilian 
use was charted in Orlando this 
week. The Heli-wing Aircraft Corp. 
has been testing a rough prototype 
model of the plane at Orlando muni- 
cipal airport since February and is 
offering stock ($1 per common 
share) subject to Florida SEC 
approval. 

The odd-looking machine utilizes 
an 80-horsepower aircooled motor 
driving hydraulic pumps and motors 
that turn props mounted inside of 
air ducts. The craft has no wings 

. air is blasted downward to 
create lift and tilting the ducts pro- 
vides directional control. 

Inventor Charles H. York says he 
has gotten the prototype model into 
the air “about ten feet.” Officers in 
addition to York as president are 
R. S. Houghton, exec. v.p., Arthur 
Henson, treasurer, and Gwendolyn 
Newtson, secretary. 
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A CENTRAL FLORIDA INDUS- 
TRIAL CONFERENCE, sponsored 
by several groups, will be held 
in Winter Haven this month. 
W. A. Berry, Winter Haven 
Chamber of Commerce president, 
said the Florida State Chamber, 
the local chamber, the Uni- 
versity of Florida and the Tampa 
Electric Co., will participate and 
speakers will include representatives 
from Tampa, Orlando and all Polk 
County communities. It will be held 
at the new operations building of 
Tampa Electric Co., and will be a 
one-day affair. 

Currently, Winter Haven groups, 
represented by the chamber indus- 
trial development committee, are 
receiving support of the Florida 
Development Commission in draft- 
ing what is expected to be one of 
the most comprehensive industrial 
surveys in Florida history. 


FOOD FAIR _ PROPERTIES, 
INC., developers of Miami's 163rd 
Street Shopping Center, will begin 
construction of another multi-million 
dollar regional-type shopping cen- 
ter in Jacksonville in January. 

A Food Fair Store will go into the 
center as a first invasion of Northern 
Florida for the chain, which is the 
sixth largest retail food chain and 
the twelfth largest retailer of any 
type in the country. 

“Obviously we can’t go into the 
area with a one store operation, it 
wouldn’t be practical, but we have 
no further announcements right 
now,” s.'d Ralph Biernbaum, vice 
president and general manager of 
Food Fair Properties. 

Montgomery Ward Co. simultan- 
eously has confirmed plans to build 
a two-story store with 100,769 square 
feet of floor space in the center. It 
will be the largest tenant of 48 
planned for the shopping center. 
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for NET INCOME PER. COM. SH. 
are COMPANY: PERIOD 1958 1957 1958 1957 
alt FLORIDA’S LYCHEE CROP, the Food Mach. & Chemical Quar. June 30 5,002,807 5,181,169 1.45 1.5] 
' walnut-size, white, juicy fruit of the Crown Zellerbach 6 mos. June 30 14,190,000 16,965,000 j-98 51.18 
en lychee tree has just been harvested Kaiser Alum. & Chem. 6 mos. June 30 11,833,000 15,697,000 .66 97 
el. ye lume (30,000 Ibs.) is just beekheed Aircraft Corp. 6 mos. June 30 9,743,000 = 7,570,000 3.30 2.56 
CA and volume (50, S.) is just csboard Air Line RR. 6mos June30 7.245555 9.775.186 1.51 2.04 
about double that of 1956's record dened Ge © Bag GR Ry i = 
the high (27,000 Ibs). sciotaienieatie Quar. June 30 14,090,034 19.227621 1.09 1.49. 
ol The Florida Lychee Growers Capital ain Quar. June 30 n740,108 1,100,230 ‘811.21 
ige § Assn., has contracted with Minute  ¢,ssemn Airlines 6mos.June30 4,940,378 + r5,319,810 1.69 1.86 
ed | ~~ Maid Corp. to can 10,000 Ibs. of the  pairchitd Eng. & Airplane 6 mos. June 30 $5,003,000 —-432.000 ry 
fruit at the Auburndale plant and  fyychaut Trailer Co. 6 mos. June 30 m448,861 2,206,877 32 
are plans for marketing the crop are Gen, Tel, of Florida 6 mos. June30 —*1,855,864 —«1.928,745 
led | being formulated by the association  geoxey.Van Camp f-YearMay31 2,823,952 3,215,361 ‘1.38 1.63 
igh directors. ‘ Lehigh Po:tland Cement Quar. June 30 2,799,671 3,692,062 .67 c.88 
an Commercial growers of the exotic Minn.-Honeywell Reg. Quar. June 30 4,677,660 5,049,351 .68—.73 
or fruit are scattered from Central to  Braniff Airways, Inc. 6 mos. June 30 n&70,869 n831,200 .30 28 
South Florida down the ridge section Anheuser-Busch, Inc. | Quar. June 30 3,761,000 3,548,000 78 72 
and both coasts. Boeing Airplane 6mos. June 30 19,572,367 16,502,200 2.78 2.47 
FLGA president John K. Rice, Foremost Dairies 6 mos. June 30 4,814,960 4,609,342 65 .62 
1as Clermont, says: “A mature, ll-year- Libby, McNeill & Libby Year June 28 h2,701,379 3,675,662 b.52 b.80 
ate old lychee tree can be expected to Ryder Systems, Inc. 6 mos. June 30 1,006,069 788,177 a1.29 1.20 
a yield no less than 200 pounds of Food Fair Stores, Inc. 52 wks. Apr. 26 9,626,723 8,624,604 2.85 2.54 
am fruit a year. Say that instead of Ludman Corp. 5 mos. June 30 445,441 
the 75 cents a pound we now receive, (a) Based on the shares outstanding at close of period. (b) Based on the average 
he we get only 25 cents a pound. That's ay oad shares ony ng — me on. (c) pmo poy maces § now a 
: : i ; reliminary report. nclude F in on di ix roperty. r- 
1s $50 a tree. What can you a rected. (k) Excludes en dieseetinn inanent, on, a0 $1,299,460. (m) Net tee shar giving 
m- from an orange tree the same age? effect to a $1,106,000 tax credit. (n) Includes $213,073 capital gain in 1958 and 
“ce Say 8 boxes of fruit at $2.00 a box. $24,084 capital loss in 1957. (r) Includes non-recurring net income of $1,687,888 or 
tes That’s $16 a tree.” Largest grower 59 cents a share. (s) Net loss after giving effect to $2,600,000 tax credit. 
le, in the state is J. B. Pinkerton of 
ne south Merritt Island with a 20,000 DEBITS TO FLORIDA BANK ACCOUNTS* 
oni Ib. yield. (IN THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS) PERCENT CHANGE 
SE July June July 1958 from 1957 
dle A NEW ORGANIZATION called 1958 1958 1957 (7 months) 
the National Council for Industrial Daytona Beach 61,451 54,878 55,474 + 10 
Peace headed by Mrs. Eleanor Fort Lauderdale 172,377 183,573 178,935 + 2 
Roosevelt and former N. Y. Sen. Gainesville 36,275 33,518 32,533 + 9 
"wn Herb Lehman has joined the labor Jacksonville 736,759 626,514 623,355 + 10 
unions’ fight against right*to-work Key West 14,232 14,394 14,877 + 2 
legislation. Lakeland 64,389 63,690 58,589 + 9 
; Representatives of the Florida Greater Miami 1,148,090 1,131,635 1,109,316 + 3 
us, building industry say the CWA is Orlando 176,720 165,477 167,926 + 6 
rd planning a campaign to get repeal of | Pensacola 79,413 76,627 86,709 — 4 
sin jy Florida’s right to work law. The St. Petersburg 153,564 149,060 160,894 — 0 
on issue will appear on the ballot in Tampa 316,085 311,980 301,924 + 6 
n- California, Ohio, Washington and West Palm Beach 117,980 109,704 106,893 + 9 
Kansas this November. Joseph FLORIDA 3,077,335 2,921,050 2,897,425 + § 
he Bierne, CWA president, is quoted GEORGIA 2,432,725 2,387,523 2,497,740 + |] 
™m as saying the unions’ success in ALABAMA 1,269,788 1,256,497 1,293,878 — @ 
he effecting repeal of the Louisiana 
nd right to work law can be duplicated 
ny in Florida. STATE-WIDE SERVICE 
he B & L FARMS of sewage J TAMPA 
it est agricultural operation in Dade 
ve County, has asked the U. S. gov- ORLANDO 
ht ernment to supervise its tangled “ JACKSONVILLE 
ce financial affairs and save the multi- 
of million dollar business. 
B & L, owned by R. L. Bryant 
ee and C. A. Lounsbury, suffered disas- Largest Chain Link 
1d tous losses during freezes and foods Fence Manufacturers and 
ae last winter and lost more than a Erectors in the Southeast 
It million dollars during a single hail MAIN OFFICE 
storm in 1957. It is $5,712,199 in 101 S. 13th St., Tampa, Florida 
48 debt, mostly to some 200 Dade PHONE TAMPA 2-4791 
creditors. 
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All that Glitters 


Weeatn in Florida, unlike most other states, does 
not follow a heavy trend, such as oil in Texas, wheat 
in Iowa, or manufacturing in New England. 

In general, however, the old saying that wealth 
stems from the soil is pretty true in the cases of much 
native wealth in Florida. But even this is not a 
criterion. 

The citrus industry has probably produced more 
individual millionaires in Florida than any other busi- 
ness venture. This can be directly attributed to the 
concentrate business which stabilized the product and 
has maintained good citrus acreage at $2,000-plus an 
acre. Thus a grower with 500 acres, which is common 
enough, has a million dollars in property, and he is 
like any other millionaire, except in most cases he has 
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A look around the State 








is not an Orange 


no idea of selling what he has. In good years, and most 
of them lately have been, he will beat the comparable 
investment in stocks or bonds by a margin that is not 
even comparable. 

A sizeable group of Floridians have become mil- 
lionaires by outright sale of land that in most cases was 
owned for many years. This land has usually been raw 
acreage sold for residential or agricultural development. 

The opportunity to sell for the first time and discover 
yourself a millionaire is, however, diminishing as the 
pure “native” big land owners get more scarce. 

There are, or at least have been, quite a few pat- 
terns of ——s big money in Florida. The most 
evident pattern has been property bought when prices 
were on rock bottom—or even swamp bottom. 
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THE MAJOR LEAGUE 





1. Arthur V. Davis 

2. William L.McKnight 
3. James Sotille, Jr. 

4. Louis Wolfson 


5. Jose Ferre 


Take the case of James Sotille, Sr. of Miami—one 
of the richest men in America. Sotille bought 20,090 
acres of “Redlands” south of Miami during the depres- 
sion at give-away prices. Later it was iacounal to 
include some of the richest farm land in the nation. 
This became one of the Sotilles’ springboards to acquisi- 
tions that now include 6,000 acres of citrus groves, 
two ranches of 33,000 acres, and one of the largest 
group of banks in the state. James Sotille, Jr. has been 
the driving force in this empire. 

Land barons of earlier days have faded and their 
holdings scattered but still a few managed to survive 
notably the Lykes family of Tampa, and Barron Collier, 
Jr., of Palm Beach, surviving son of the advertising king 
who virtually owned Collier County. Much of the big 
land held by earlier families was procured in the inter- 
est of cattle and the Lykes hold today the largest 
amount of land in cattle use. 

Next to the Lykes Florida’s top cattleman based on 
land and cattle is State Sen. Irlo Bronson, of Kissimmee. 
Bronson’s holdings include more than 100,000 acres 
of improved and unimproved cattle land and citrus. 
Bronson, a real Cracker rancher, was one of the pioneers 
in demonstrating the value of highly improved pastures. 
And just a short drive from Bronson’s home is that of 
H. O. Partin, “Father” of Brahman cattle introduction 
who is also one of Florida’s wealthiest cattlemen. 


Citrus Millionaires 


Just a few miles north in Orlando is a group of 
millionaires who never underestimated the value of 
the Florida orange. During the hectic years when it 
was difficult to decide whether an orange grove was 
an asset or a liability these men held on. When some 
did sell, they sold for millions. 

Dr. P. Phillips came to Orlando in 1904 when the 
town had a population of 2,500. He acquired citrus land 
in nine counties and relatively soon became one of 
the largest citrus growers in the world. In 1954 he 
sold these holdings for $5 million cash to Granada 
Groves Corp. (jointly owned by Minute Maid and 
Diversified Services ). 

Chester Fosgate was one of the first men in Florida 
to ship one million boxes of fresh fruit out of the state. 
Still big in the citrus business, he sold a 600-acre grove 
in Lake County for $1 million cash in 1950. 

Other Orlando citrus millionaires include Philip 
Caruso, board chairman of Southern Fruit Distributors 
who also owns potato fields in Maine, and Herman J. 
Heidrich, of Herman J. Heidrich & Sons, who has 
farms in Georgia and New York. For several years 
Heidrich was the biggest fresh fruit shipper in the state. 


Orlando also boasts of multi-millionaire Rodolphus 
D. Keene, another pioneer in the citrus and cattle busi- 
ness who sold a 40,000 acre ranch in Osceola and 
Brevard counties last year to the Orlando Livestock 
Co. for $4 million cash. 

“Imperial” Polk 

Countywise, Polk County which claims the self- 
styled title of “Imperial” Polk County probably can 
come pretty close to proving its title. Here are all the 
natural facilities that breed wealthy men. Polk has 
more citrus and cattle acreage than any other Florida 
county. 

Rough and tumble Latimer (Latt) Maxcy, 70, of 
Frostproof, found Polk County much to his liking. He 
acquired good citrus land during the depression and 
held on to it. In recent years he has sold much of his 
grove land to Minute Maid Corp. of which he is now 
a director. 

A youngster in comparison to Maxcy, Ben Hill 
Griffin also found Polk to his liking. Griffin’s ability 
in dealings in cattle and citrus are considered astute by 
his contemporaries and he is highly regarded by Florida 
cattlemen who a few years ago made him president 
of their state association. 

In Polk County citrus has also been the millionaire 
career of Tom Swann and the late John Snively, Sr. 

Citywise TREND selects Ocala as the wealthiest 
city per capita in native Florida wealth. Its assets are 
linked to limestone, Silver Springs and race horses, 
among other things. The casual visitor would miss 
probably everything in Ocala but the Springs. Mank 
Camp dug his fortune in limerock and W. C. Ray, 
and W. M. (Shorty) Davidson turned a 99-year lease 
on a brokendown swimming hole into a Bonanza. When 
Carl Rose sought other things to do with his thousands 
of acres of cattleland he decided to raise race horses 
and has produced some real champions. 

Miami Millionaires 

Miami claims the title of Florida’s wealthiest big 
city because it is the home of the five wealthiest people 
in Florida who are 1. Arthur Vining Davis, 2. William 
L. McKnight, 3. James Sotille, Jr., 4. Louis Wolfson and 
5. Jose Ferre. 

Davis, the 91-year-old board founder of Aluminum 
Company of America, has bought nearly every type 
of property conceivable in Florida since he came here 
in 1948. He owns more than 100,000 acres of Florida 
blue ribbon land, banks, subdivisions, fertilizer plants, 
an airline, a shipping line, a diesel engine plant, and 
a dairy. He is one of the eight richest men in America. 

(Continued on Next Page) 


FLORIDA TREND | September 1958 21 





... Wealth in Florida 


His worth is estimated at $800 million. Whatever the 
price of Florida is, Davis apparently thinks it is a good 
buy. 

‘The second richest man in Florida is not nearly 
so well known as some of his lessers financially. William 
L. McKnight, board chairman of Minnesota Mining 
and Manufacturing Co., will probably become better 
known by evidence of his increased business activity 
in Florida. He owns extensive oil interests in the 
United States, Canada and Europe. In Miami 
McKnight owns Webster Outdoor Advertising Co. and 
has large interests in the Oolite Concrete Co. and its 
sister company the Oolite Crushed Stone Co. His 
worth is estimated between $100 and $200 million. 

Louis Wolfson, one of the most controversial men 
in American business has made over $100 million by 
sinking his cash in doubtful companies and either re- 
building them or selling them after the stock has soared. 
With a $5,000 loan he started a pipe yard in Florida 
and ultimately gained control and near control of 25 
major corporations, including Montgomery Ward and 
American Motors. 


Tampa Least Wealthy 


Tampa is probably the least wealthy Florida city in 
major wealth. It is the home of the famous Lykes 
Brothers, all of which are deceased with the exception 
of Joseph T., but aside from this claim it has no par- 
ticular individual to laud. Numerous industrious 
Tampans have made themselves millionaires, however. 

Industry, indeed, consistently getting heavier in 
Tampa will center more and more wealthier people 
there. A move in this direction is already manifested 
by the advent of the Florida Steel Corp., which has 
emerged as a major steel company in the South through 
the merger of four Florida and one Virginia company. 
This accumulation of strength in the steel business is 
the work of a group of Tampans who have pioneered 
in the steel and metals business in the state and the 
prospectus of the new company is testimony that they 
have emerged among Tampa’s wealthiest people. These 
men include Byron E. Bushnell, Don F. Taylor, and 
S. L. Flom. Also associated with this group is Sumter 
L. Lowry, also of Tampa, who is one of the top stock- 
holders in the Gulf Life Insurance Co. 


This company through its subsidiary, Florida Elec- 
tric Steel Mills, will become the first to produce steel 
products from scrap iron metal. The new plant has 
an annual starting capacity to produce 30,000 tons of 
steel bar products and its future looks bright, particu- 
larly in view of Florida’s construction pace and the 
Federal Highway Program. 


Jacksonville Wealth 


Up in Jacksonville wealth is highlighted by virtue 
of the city being headquarters of the Alfred I. duPont 
Estate and Mrs. duPont herself who ranks among 
America’s wealthiest women. In the key position of 
management of the estate is Edward Ball who is well 
among Florida’s top echelon within his own right. 
However, Jacksonville was a distribution point for 
Florida before South Florida grew up and the tenure 
cf its business reign has left millionaires in nearly 
every phase of business there. Strangely enough its 
cigar manufacturer Carl Swisher looms over all indi- 
vidual manufacturers in the renowned cigar city of 
Tampa in both wealth and cigars of a single brand 
(King Edward) sold. The grocery, and life insurance 
fields in Jacksonville have produced probably more 
than twenty-five millionaires in the past ten years. 


Construction Leaders 


Major leaders in the construction business, which has 
one of the highest records of failure in Florida, are 
emerging in all corners of Florida. In Tampa Paul H. 
Smith has built an international construction business 
and has acquired some of the major hotels and apart- 
ments on the West Coast. Syde Deeb of Tallahassee 
has spread his contracting business from Mississippi to 
Puerto Rico. The building supply business, particularly 
masonry ard concrete materials boasts some of the 
state’s wealthiest people. Notable in this field is Jose A. 
Ferre who moved to Miami in 1955 and bought control 
of Maule Industries, the biggest concrete and _ rock 
product firm on the East Coast, with 20 plants in seven 
counties. Ferre also owns 10 Puerto Rican firms. He 
is estimated to be worth $50 million. 


This has been an effort to show some of the places § 


where wealth has been attained in Florida and what 
that wealth stemmed from. The majority of the people 
mentioned were not handed their wealth and a high 
percentage of them have tasted times when their 
pockets were worse than empty. This would not be so 
true in a selection of wealthy people in older states. 





“A Lot Of Money Grows On Trees (Citrus) But There Are Other Ways... 


James Sotille, Jr. 
Barron Collier, Jr. 
Joseph T. Lykes 


Irlo Bronson 

H. O. Partin 

Dr. P. Phillips 
Chester C. Fosgate 
Philip Caruso 
Herman J. Heidrich 
Rodolphus D. Keene 


Tom Swann 


W. C. Ray 


Carl Rose 
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Latimer (Latt) Maxcy 
Ben Hill Griffin 


John Snively, Sr. (Dec.) 
Mank Camp 


W. M. (Shorty) Davidson 
Arthur V. Davis 


William L. McKnight 
Louis Wolfson 


Jose Ferre 
Byron E. Bushnell 
Don F. Taylor 


S. L. Flom 

Sumter L. Lowry 
Mrs. Alfred |. duPont 
Edward Ball 

Carl Swisher 

Paul H. Smith 

Syde Deeb 





LABOR RELATIONS: 




















You Be the Judge 


WHEN CAN’T YOU DISCIPLINE AN EMPLOYEE .- 


FOR SLOWING DOWN ON THE JOB? 


What Happened: 


Arthur Dorman was an experi- 
enced employee with some ten years 
seniority. One day the supervisor 
transferred Dorman to another job 
in the department. This was a piece- 
work operation, and the standard 
was 166 pieces an hour. The first 
week, Dorman averaged only 75 
pieces. 

The supervisor felt that the em- 
ployee was stalling, and decided to 
time-study the operation. The pre- 
vious standard was found to be a 
fair one. Yet Dorman continued to 
produce below average. On two 
occasions he was warned. Iiis 
reply was that he was working as 
fast as he could, but that the stand- 
ard was too high. After another 
warning, Dorman was fired for car- 
rying on a “deliberate and wilful 
slowdown.” 

He took his case to arbitration and 


argued: 


1. I didn’t slow down. I tried the 
best I could but couldn’t make 
the standard. That’s the com- 
pany’s fault. 


2. Look at my record—ten years 
of work with the same com- 
pany. Doesn't that count? 


The company rested its case cn 
circumstantial evidence gathered 
during the period in dispute. It 
brought out the testimony of the 
time-study engineer, and records of 
other employees on the same job 
who seemed to have no trouble meet- 
ing standard. 

Was the Company: 


RIGHTO WRONG 


What Arbitrator Harry H. Platt 
ruled: “An intentional slowdown of 
preduction is one of the most ser- 
ious of industrial offenses. Because 
of its very nature, a charge of inten- 
tional slowdown is often difficult to 
prove by direct evidence: hence it 
may be established by circumstan- 
tial evidence. To sustain a charge 
of intentional slowdown, there must 
be convincing proof of deliberate and 
wilful acts restricting the rate of 
required output. While the failure 
cf the aggrieved to achieve the rate 


of production attained during the 
timestudy may suggest a resistance 
to the established standard, it is 
hardly convincing proof of the fact 
that an intentional slowdown was 
in progress. Nor can it be flatly 
stated that the failure of a piece- 
worker to make the objective earning 
rate, in and of itself, is conclusive 
evidence of a wilful restriction of - 
production. The discharge was not 
for good cause. The employee, 
Arthur Dorman, shall be reinstated 
with full seniority and with back 
pay.” 


IS INTOXICATION A SATISFAC- 
TORY EXPLANATION FOR NOT 
COMING TO WORK? 


What Happened: 


The company had a _ rule—an 
employee could be discharged if he 
was “absent for 3 consecutive days 
without making a satisfactory expla- 
nation.” When Brown reported for 
the afternoon shift, his supervisor 
noted that he was drunk, and in 
no shape to operate machinery. The 
foreman told Brown to go home, 
and come back the next day. In 
order to protect Brown, the fore- 
man marked “ill” on the record 
sheet, instead of “intoxicated.” 
Brown didn’t show up for 3 days. 
He was fired for not having a satis- 
factory explanation for not coming 
to work. Brown didn’t deny his 
intoxication, but he maintained that 
this was an illness, not a vice, and 
therefore was a satisfactory explana- 
tion. To further bolster his case, he 
pointed to the foreman’s record, 
which noted that he was “ill.” 
Was the Worker: 


RIGHT] WRONG 


What Arbitrator Joseph Shister ruled: 
“Brown was not ill in the accepted 
meaning of the term, and therefore 
his condition could not be accepted 
as a satisfactory explanation. Griev- 
ance denied.” 
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“TI don’t know who you are. 
I don’t know your company. 
I don’t know your company’s product. 


I don’t know what your company stands for. 


I don’t know your company’s customers. 


I don’t know your company’s record. 
I don’t know your company’s reputation. 


Now—what was it you wanted to sell me?”’ 


MORAL: Sales start before your salesman calls 
—with business magazine advertising. 


330 WEST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 
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N ursing a new magazine through its first year is 
somewhat like nursing a baby. Onlookers stand by to 
guess the color of its eyes and perceive the develop- 
ment of its features. 

This baby we call TREND is, we must admit, still 
pretty young in age, but its future was well planned 
before it arrived. We have nurtured and groomed it 
from the first for a very definite purpose—to write for 
the Florida industrial executive—to report the industrial 
picture in Florida—to tell the story without froth, both 
the good and the bad. 

By the time the first issue was out a few days we 
began to guess that acceptation of TREND was going 
to be strong. Mail subscriptions at $5 each began to 
come in as high as 35 per day. Jt was not the quantity 
so much as the importance of the people who were 
sending in their orders that excited us. 

This is what we had hoped for because we knew 
the more important and influential people TREND got 
on its list, the more effective the magazine could 
This is the kind of readership that will allow TREND 
to wield a powerful and constructive influence. This 
is the readership that will sustain the publication and 
bring advertising support. 








TREND AT MID-YEAR 


... to weed out the confusing and 


: ; ase V 
pinpoint the significant 


In the June issue we started “DuPont in Florida” 
and people all over Florida were begging us for extra 
copies which had been mostly depleted by newsstand 
dealers who sold out as many as three times. A 
reprint of the series is planned to take care of the 
unfilled demand. The Jacksonville Journal and the 
Pensacola Journal both used the first article as the basis 
of editorials. 

Then in July we presented an article “The Best 
Roads For Florida” written from both the asphalt and 
cement side. We have not heard the last of this one 
yet but we believe the stimulation will prove beneficial 
to the state. The St. Petersburg Times reprinted the 
entire article. 

These are only tangible expressions of TREND’S 
acceptance. We mention them because like so many 
others who have written or spoken to us you may be 
interested. 

You might also like to know how TREND handles 
its round-up of news and features in industry through- 
out Florida and we would like to offer you the little 
thumb-nail run down of our news and advertising staff. 
(see next page.) 

These are some, but not all, of the people involved 
in the monthly task of getting TREND to you. They 
are fired with the hope that you like what they are 
doing. 

Our objectives seem clear and evident to us. We 
see a need to focus all that is happening in Florida 
industry through a single eye—to weed out the con- 
fusing and pinpoint the significant. 

H. H. M. 
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TALLAHASSEE 

HALLIE BOYLES covers the capitol happenings at 

Tallahassee and also writes TREND’S regular fea- 

ture, “Tallahassee .Letter.”. Her background in- 

cludes a rich experience in daily newspaper 
reporting. 


ORLANDO 
WALT MITCHELL is in charge of news and features 
in the Orlando area. He has had a wide experience 
in reporting and presently covers the same area for 
a national newsletter. 


LOWER EAST COAST 

WILLIAM BIEN has recently been made manager of 

TREND’s East Coast News Bureau. He is business 

editor of the Ft. Lauderdale Daily News and a 

syndicated writer. He is the winner of several 
national awards for his business writing. 


JACKSONVILLE 
JAYNE BRUMLEY is in charge of straight news and 
feature material in the highly industrialized Jack- 
sonville area. She is a seasoned reporter and is also 

a correspondent for a national news magazine. 


NORTH AND CENTRAL FLORIDA 
WALT ANDERTON, who is going into his third year 
with Florida Grower Publications, is TREND’S 


advertising manager and he covers Central and 
North Florida sales. 


SOUTH FLORIDA 

MILTON KAHN, whose experience includes nine years 

as advertising manager of Food Machinery and 

Chemical Corp., Lakeland, is TREND’S newest 

addition. He serves South Florida in advertising 
sales and customer service. 


ART EDITOR 

HANK ANDERSSOHN is TREND’ art editor and he is 

responsible for all feature art and layout. Both 

the April (first issue) and July covers were his 
own conceptions. 


RESEARCH DIRECTOR 

JOHN LIPPE is in charge of research and acts as liaison 

in news —- He conducts TREND’S 

monthly “Survey” feature. He is a graduate in 
advertising and marketing. 


CIRCULATION MANAGER 

LUCILLE LUCAS is circulation manager of TREND 

and has served Florida Grower Publications for 

more than 25 years. She is in charge of all pub- 

lication and promotional mailing as well as sales- 
men and newsstand sales. 


... Inside the State 





FLORIDA’S TRADE with Puerto 
Rico could be increased substan- 
tially if better shipping facilities 
were available, the State Develop- 
ment Commission announced. 

In a special report prepared for 
the commission by the University 
of Miami's bureau of business and 
economic research, the bureau 
pointed out that Florida—Puerto 
Rico trade potentials are greater now 
than in the past because expanded 
manufacturing there has increased 
per capita income and has made the 
island a much larger market for 
most kinds of consumer goods. 

The report also stated another 
reason “is the fast growth of Florida 
industries which adds a new item 
almost every week to the vast list of 
exportable specialties.” 


COMPLAINING THAT WATER- 
MELON SELLS FOR 50 CENTS 
A SLICE in the House restaurant 
in Washington, Rep. Billy Matthews 
said watermelons can't be given 
away in his home in the Gainesville, 
Fla., area. 

“Join me in an embargo of the 
restaurant,” Rep. Charles A. Vanik 
(D., Ohio) challenged him. “I buy 
a whole watermelon for a dollar on 
my way home and enjoy it with the 
family.” 

Vanik was appearing as a witness 
at a House agriculture subcommittee 
hearing on the cost of frozen orange 
juice when Matthews, a member of 
the committee, mentioned how much 
he objected to the cost of water- 
melon at the Capitol. 


PATTEN COMPANY, INC. of 
Lake Worth has received a contract 
from the government for a million 
and a quarter dollars worth of life 
rafts. 

During the second quarter of ‘58 
Florida firms received some $5,- 
269,000 in government contracts. 


THE ASSOCIATED GENERAL 
CONTRACTORS OF AMERICA 
has selected Miami Beach for its 
40th annual convention January 14- 
22, 1959. Headquarters will be at 
the Americana Hotel. Local chap- 
ters of A. G. C. in Florida at West 
Palm Beach, Orlando, Jacksonville, 
Tallahassee, Tampa, Pensacola and 
Miami will be hosts for the 
convention. 
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People...and Changes 





FRED G. GRONEMEYER, plant man- 
ager of the Chemstrand Corporation at 
Pensacola, has been named a vice presi- 
dent of the synthetic fibre firm. 


HOWARD D. WALTON resigned as 
president of the Communications Workers 
of America local at Miami to accept an 
appointment as State Milk Administrator 
replacing DEXTER LOWRY. 


J. S. GRACY, Florida Power Corpora- 
tion, St. Petersburg, has been elected to the 
board of directors, Southern Industrial Re- 
lations Conference. 


H. LEE HAMILTON will manage the 
new Miami district office of the I-T-E 
Circuit Breaker Co. in Coral Gables. Ham- 
ilton, formerly manager of the firm’s Wash- 
ington, D.C., office, will handle sales of the 
company’s electrical equipment. 


CHARLES FLETCHER, former execu- 
tive art director of Southern Advertising, 
Inc., has joined the staff of Charles 
Anthony Gross Advertising Agency, Inc., 
of Miami, as art director. 


LOUIS ADLER has been named Flor- 
ida sales representative of Futorian-Strat- 
ford Furniture Company's Avon and 
Stratolounger divisions with offices in 
Miami. 


H. A. LIND, retired Winter Park Army 
major, has been named executive secretary 
of the Home Builders Association of Mid- 
Florida. The association is composed of 
approximately 200 builders, firms, con- 
tractors and suppliers in the industry. 


HOMER DENIUS, president of Radia- 
tion, Inc., has announced the appointment 
of WILLIAM S. MARKS, JR., to special 
assistant to the vice president of Research 
Division, Orlando. Marks, with 30 years 
of federal service, retired as chief scientist 
of the U. S. Army Electronic Proving 
Ground, Huachuca, Arizona, before join- 
ing Radiation. 


LEIF SKADBERG and PAUL A. 
OLSON, architects and engineers of Chi- 
cago, have opened a new firm in Miami. 


HARRY D. COPLAND was recently 
named manager of the Aviation Depart- 
ment, Florida Development Commission. 
Copland is a retired Air Force colonel 
who resides in Ft. Lauderdale. 


EDWARD G. UHL, vice president and 
general manager of the Martin Co.’s Or- 
lando_ division, was recently elected 
a director of the First National Bank at 
Orlando. 
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RUSSELL F. ERICKSON has been 
elected president and chief executive 
officer of Rayonier Incorporated, replacing 
CLYDE B. MORGAN who was elected 
chairman of the board. Rayonier oper- 
ates a large plant in Fernandina Beach 
that produces chemical cellulose. 


WALTER W. YANKE, formerly with 
General Motors Corp. in Detroit, has been 
appointed to the new West Palm Beach 
sales office of Gulfstream Press, Inc., of 
Miami, which manufactures carbon inter- 
leaved business forms. 


LEO J. FURLONG, Jr. has been elected 
vice president and commercial loan officer 
by the Board of Directors of the City 
National Bank of Coral Gables. 


ARTHUR STEIN, vice president and 
general manager of the Paragon Paint Co., 
Miami, will take over as associate director 
of the Retail Paint and Wallpaper Dis- 


tributors of America sometime this month. 


JOHN M. RHOADES, Sarasota, has 


been elected to the presidency of 
the National Association of Plumbing 
Contractors. 


ARMER C. JOHNSON, Mount Dora, 
will succeed R. T. CARLETON as general 
manager of the Plymouth Citrus Growers 
Association. Carleton, who will retire, be- 
came general manager in 1925 with 40 
members in the grower group and total 
production of 89,000 boxes of citrus. Today, 
33 years later, Plymouth Citrus lists 245 
members representing 7,000 acres of citrus 
groves and an estimated 1% million boxes. 


JAMES M. MOORE has resigned as 
general superintendent of the Jacksonville 
Coach Co. and RALPH H. GRIFFITH 


will succeed him. 


The Gas Institute of Greater Miami 
has elected S. W. LANGER, of Dade Gas, 
as president; L. R. CHANDLER, Gas-Oil 
Products, as vice president, and JOHN 
T. BILLS, Peoples Gas System, as secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


MORRIE SHNEER, 22-year veteran 
Philadelphia truck and auto agency oper- 
ator, is the new general manager of 
Potamkin Chevrolet Corp. of Miami 
Beach. 


PETER BROOME, formerly with the 
Hollywood Engineering Department, and 
WARFIELD R. WOOD, formerly with 
the Ferguson Engineering Co., Ft. Lauder- 
dale, have opened consultant engineering 
offices in Dania. 


Appointment of EDWARD T. THOMP- 
SON, JR., to the post of senior vice presi- 
dent and treasurer was announced by 
GEORGE L. GILES, president of Riddle 
Airlines. Thompson joined Riddle Airlines 
in March of this year as financial advisor to 
the president. 


B. A. (MAC) McADAMS has been 
appointed Project Manager for sanitary 
engineering projects at Rader and Asso- 
ciates’ St. Petersburg office. McAdams 
will assist EDWARD R. LAMPP, man- 
ager of the West Coast office, with the 
engineering design and supervision of con- 
struction of the many water, sewerage 
and gas systems being planned by the 
developers in that area. 


RANDY FISHER, a partner in the firm 
of Wells-Fisher, Inc., Ft. Lauderdale, was 
recently elected chairman of the General 
Contractors Division of the Broward Build- 
ers Exchange. 


BERNARD (BARNEY) KOBRES has 
resigned his position as sales manager of 
WSUN-TV, St. Petersburg, to form the 
Kobres Advertising Agency, Inc., located 
in Tampa. The new agency will specialize 
in industrial accounts but will incorporate 
general accounts in the operation. 


BOB PITTMAN of Apopka is the new 
president of the newly organized Florida 
Citrus Nurserymen’s Assn. Other officers 
named at the groups first formal meeting 
last week are: FRANKLIN WARD of 
Avon Park, first vice president; R. B. 
CURFUSS of Groveland, second vice 
president; and LAWRENCE CLEMENTS 
of Bartow, secretary-treasurer. 


WALTER H. WARE has been elected 
president of the recently-formed Sarasota 
County Taxpayers Association. He suc- 
ceeds A. B. EDWARDS, 83-year-old native 
Sarasotan who was instrumental in estab- 
lishing the association. Ware is also execu- 
tive secretary for the Sarasota County 
Industrial Council. 

Other officers of the taxpayers association 
are JOHN KICKLIGHTER, vice president; 
DUDLEY HADDOCK, secretary, and 
SAM IDELSON, treasurer. 


WALTER P. MURRAY, Continental Can 
Company’s Eastern Metal Division sales 
manager, with headquarters in Tampa, has 
been gna: to the newly created posi- 
tion of executive representative. Murray 
has been with Continental for 34 years. 
GEORGE F. HENSCHEL has been ap- 
pointed sales manager of the division, 
succeeding Murray. 
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JAMES BELLOWS, formerly of the 
Detroit Free Press and the Atlanta Jour- 
nal, has been named managing editor of 
The Miami News, whose circulation 
figures have been slipping recently. 
Bellows succeeds HOKE S. WELCH who 
resigned to enter private business in 
Miami. 


GILBERT F. BARNARD, with the 
Brooklyn branch of Colonial Trust Co., 
New York until recently, has been named 
vice-president of Dade Federal Savings 
and Loan Association. The Association 
also announced the appointment of MISS 
JOYCE LIMA as assistant secretary. 


D. J. GOODREAU has been appointed 
plant engineer of Adams Engineering Co., 
Inc., and WILLIAM CORD has been 
named product design engineer of the 
company which manufactures ABC alum- 
inum products. 


WALLY SCHANZ, chairman of the 
aviation division of the Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce, has appointed 
three special study groups. L. B. ROB- 
ERTS, JR., proprietor of a flying service 
at Lakeland, will direct the land acquisi- 
tion study; DAVID B. LINDSAY, JR., a 
newspaper publisher at Sarasota, will head 
up the work on re-zoning restricted air- 
port areas, and JULIUS L. GRESHAM, 
municipal airport director of Daytona 
Beach, will lead the search for more his- 
torical aspects of the state’s aviation 
industry. 


W. ROBERT FOKES has been ap- 
pointed by GOV. COLLINS as chairman 
of a committee whose purpose is to swing 
the Democratic National Convention to 
Miami Beach in 1960. Fokes was a 
former administrative assistant and cam- 
paign manager for Collins and for a num- 

r of years was executive assistant to 
CLAUDE PEPPER when Pepper’s im- 
portance in Democratic circles was at its 
peak. 

For the past two years, Fokes has been 
attorney for all Florida railroads with 
principally lobbying duties in Washington. 
Other members of the committee are 
JAMES M. COX, JR., and McGREGOR 
SMITH. 


DAVID A. KAFKA, vice president of 
revenue requirements and treasurer, and 
HUGH C. MACFARLANE, acting secre- 
tary and assistant general counsel, are the 
two new elected officers of General Tele- 
phone Company of Florida. 

NORMAN M. SHENK, former Tampa 
commercial manager will fill the post of 
general commercial manager vacated by 
Kafka, and PHILIP G. SCUDDER, former 
general commercial supervisor, has become 
Tampa commercial manager. 


ARTHUR P. FRANK has been ap- 
pointed advertising manager for Fuchs 
Baking Co. (Holsum), Miami. Frank 
formerly was research director for the 
Jordan Marsh Co. 


J. F. SMALLEY, president of Central 
Truck Lines, Inc., of Tampa, has an- 
nounced the following promotions: P. J. 
MELOY from general sales manager to 
director of public relations and _ sales; 
BEN H. FOWLER from general traffic 
manager to director of traffic; D. H. BAR- 
ROWS to general sales manager and CARL 
G. FREDERICKSON to general traffic 


manager. 


J. R. KING of Tampa has been elected 
a vice president of Winn-Dixie Stores, 
Inc. King is divisional manager of the 
Tampa operation which includes 53 retail 
stores in the West Coast area of Florida. 
He has been in this position for a year 
and will continue to serve in the capacity 
while also assuming the additional duties 
of vice president. 


BILL CLIFFORD, Winter Haven, has 
been named president of the American 
Water Ski Association, which will move 
its headquarters to Winter Haven this 
month. Cypress Gardens is headquarters 
for the International Water Ski Union and 
with the addition of the newly located 
group, Winter Haven becomes the official 
water ski capital of the world. 


ROLAND N. REEDY has been pro- 
moted to senior vice president by 
Ryder System, Inc., Miami trucking 
organization. 


MISS FRANCES PETRAS, manager of 
the John H. Kaplan and Co. stock 
brokerage office in the Fontainebleau 
Hotel, Miami Beach, is believed to be 
the only woman manager of a New York 
Stock Exchange member branch. 


Flagler Federal Savings and Loan Asso- 
ciation, of Miami, has appointed J. T. 
HANVEY as assistant vice president, 
EDWIN D. AULT also as assistant vice 
president and MRS. BETTY LOU HAR- 
GIS as assistant secretary. 


ALAN B. FIELDS, JR., assistant super- 
visor of advertising for Gulf Power Co., 
Pensacola, was recently elected president 
of the Miracle Strip Chapter of the 
Florida Public Relations Association. The 
Miracle Strip Chapter is the latest addition 
to FPRA chapters and includes the terri- 
tory west of Tallahassee in Northwest 
Florida. 


JOSEPH C. FULLER, assistant director 
of administration of the Florida Citrus 
Commission, has resigned that position 
to become administrative assistant to C. 
C. RATHBUN, executive secretary of the 
Florida Canners’ Association. Fuller will 
assume his new responsibilities on Sept. 
15, Rathbun announced. 


H. D. RYALS, business man and 
rancher, is president of the new First 
Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
DeSoto County which has opened in 
Arcadia. BRYAN MACK is executive vice 
president and manager. 


FLORIDA TREND 


DANNITTE H. MAYS has been ap- 
pointed acting director of the Florida Secur- 
ities Commission, Tallahassee, succeeding 
C. WILSON COGSWELL who is retiring 
from state employment. Mays has been 
with the Commission since 1955 and for 
been 


the past nineteen months has 


assistant director. 


HERMES O. GRANT, formerly of Jack- 
sonville, has been appointed a_ project 
engineer at International Minerals & 
Chemical Corp.’s Bonnie chemical plant 
at Mulberry, Manager J. F. RICE has 
announced. Grant, working under the 
direction of Chief Engineer S. R. BELL, 
will assist in the design, selection and 
testing of equipment for new plant and 
major repairs construction at the IMC 
chemical plant. For the past two and 
one-half years, Grant was an assistant 
engineer for the Glidden Co. in Jackson- 
ville. 


ROBERT BROWN is the new staff man- 
ager in Miami's Biscayne district agency 
of Prudential Insurance Co. of America. 


Florida’s 100th savings and loan asso- 
ciation opened last week in Winter Garden 
with anticipated deposits of $325,000. 
Named the West Orange Federal Savings 
& Loan Assn., the new firm will be man- 
aged by DWIGHT L. WOOSLEY, mayor 
of Winter Garden. FRANKLIN CAPPLE- 
MAN is president of the board of directors. 


GEORGE WITT has been’ appointed 
Florida state sales supervisor for Industrial 
Chemical and Supply Co., Tampa. Witt 
was with Diamond Alkali Co., in Cincin- 
nati, for the past ten years. 


HARRY R. PLAYFORD, well-known 
Florida financier, was elected president 
and chairman of the board of the Curtiss 
National Bank of Miami Springs. Play- 
ford succeeds JOSEPH G. MORETTI, who 
headed the bank for the past two years, 
and is resigning to devote more time to 
his contracting company. 

Playford, in addition to being majority 
stockholder, is also chairman of the board 
of the First National Bank of St. Peters- 
burg and a founder of Madden and Play- 
ford Aircraft, Inc., Miami. 


W. B. HAGGERTY has been elected a 
director of Trans-American Refrigerated 
Services, Ltd. His firm, Tampa Cold 
Storage and Warehouse Corp. of Tampa 
has been elected a member of TARS, as 
the organization is popularly known in 
the industry. 


EDWIN L. WILLIAMS, Eastern Air 
Lines Florida Division sales manager, has 
been elected assistant vice president of 
the airline. CAPT. E. V. RICKEN- 
BACKER, chairman of the board and 
general manager, said Williams promotion 
is part of a new organization plan designed 
to strengthen Eastern’s sales team in 
an intensified drive against declining reve- 
nues. Williams will continue to make his 
headquarters in Miami. 
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Executive Package 


Treno has something to inspire every executive in your organization. 
Don’t fail to reap the full benefits of this magazine's wealth of 
information. Make reading TREND easier for your entire management 
force. A better informed executive is a more valuable executive. 


MAIL TO FLORIDA TREND — P. 0. BOX 150, TAMPA 
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... Inside the State 





NEW BUSINESS CHARTERS 
granted in Florida numbered 832 
in June, the first month since January 
of this year to show an upturn over 
last year. 

The June gain of 8 per cent over 
1957 helped offset lower totals in 
the previous four months. These 
ran from 3 to 19 per cent below last 
year with the result that the six- 
month total this year was down 6 
per cent. Nationally, both June and 
the six-month total were down 2 
per cent. 

Failures among Florida’s business 
population are still on the increase 
but may be expected to decline 
during the next few months. Through 
June this year, 305 firms failed in 
the state, one hundred more than 
last year. 

The relative strength of Florida 
business is shown by relationships 
to national figures. Florida, with 6.8 
per cent of the new incorporations, 
accounted for only 3.8 per cent of 
the failing firms and 2.8 per cent 
of the current liabilities of such 
firms throughout the nation during 
the first six months of this year. 


BUILDING ACTIVITY in Metro- 
politan Miami was down 25 per cent 
for the first six months of this year as 
compared to 1957. The University of 
Miamis Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research reported that 
$124,733,222 worth of new building 
was authorized up to June 30 as 
compared to the $165,416,000 author- 
ized for the same period in 1957. 


ORLANDO HAS _ RECEIVED 
approval from CAA of its master 
plan for airport development. Big- 
gest improvement in the works is 
extension of runways and clear zones 
in order to accommodate aircraft up 
to and including the turbojets. Other 
improvements will be made on run- 
ways, taxiways, aprons and field fa- 
cilities. Work should start this 
month. CAA will provide $575,000 
in federal funds . . . Orlando will 
sell $800,000 in airport improvement 
and refunding bonds to provide 
necessary matching funds. 

Commercial planes are now re- 
stricted on the weight of loads they 
can carry into the airport because 
of too-short runways and lack of 
clear zones beyond. A. B. Herndon, 
Director of Public Works, Orlando, 
says plans and specifications for the 
improvements should be ready for 
letting of the contract this month. 
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’ : GAINESVILLE WAR TIME CAPITAL—Atomic attack or threat of enemy bombs would shift Florida’s Capital 

“a to Gainesville under the new Civil Defense plan. First warning would send the Governor and key mem- 

4 bers of his staff, with vital state documents, to the emergency seat of government at the University of 
Florida. Each state department would have a major defense role—the Health Department supervising 

ess sanitation and radiological checking, the Welfare Department feeding, clothing and registering refugees, 

ase and the Road Department restoring roads and repairing buildings. 

ine 

igh PILLS FOR MORE FUN IN THE SUN—Volunteer convicts at Raiford State prison are being used to test 

in new pills, developed to prevent sunburn. Permission to test the pills on patients in the prison hospital 

1an was granted by the State Cabinet to Dr. Gunther Frey, assistant medical director of Bristol-Myers Co., New 


York. The Pure Food and Drug Administration has found the pills harmless. 


ida QUADRICENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL EVENT-Spain and possibly France may join in the seven year 
aps celebration of first European settlements in the United States. Spaniards came to Pensacola in 1559, the 





6.8 French established a colony near Jacksonville in 1562 and the first permanent white settlement was estab- 
ms, lished by Spain at St. Augustine in 1565. Florida Congressmen are pushing for nationwide observance 
of and a national commission to promote the seven year fete. Spain will send skilled artisans and historical 
ent exhibits. The 1959 Florida Legislature will be alhed to name a State Quadricentennial Commission and 
ich earmark funds for the event. 
in 
. “IF WE GET ONE WE'LL GET BOTH”—So says Gov. LeRoy Collins who wants mightily to bring the 1960 
Democratic and Republican conventions to Miami. He led a delegation to Washington to make Florida’s 
bid with top party leaders and at home is forming follow up committees. Collins has drafted Attorney 
TO Robert Fokes, his former administrative aide who headed both his gubernatorial campaigns, to head the 
“a Demo group and is waiting for the state GOP to suggest names for that committee. 
y of FLORIDA SKIES YIELD SECRETS—Hydrogen balloon borne instruments are being launched from the Florida 
and State University campus in International Geophysical Year tests to learn cosmic ray intensity high over 
hat Florida. Already learned: fewer low energy cosmic rays are reaching certain parts of the earth than as 
ing late as 1950, probably because of greater absorption by the sun due to increased sun spots. Simultaneous 
as tests are going on at Swarthmore, Pa. and Duke University in Durham, N. C. 
57, GOLD IN THOSE HILLS?—Research is pointed to turning the millions of tons of sawdust that is wasting 
“a away in great mounds over the state into valuable soil humus. It loosens clay and it binds sandy soils 
to better hold water but an inexpensive way must be found for quick decomposition and addition of nitro- 
ED gen. Scientists at the Florida Agricultural Extension Station, Gainesville, have tackled the problem. 
*. AN ORANGE A DAY KEEPS THE DOCTOR AWAY-Citrus fruit can overcome vitamin C deficiency with 
is which 30 to 40 per cent of the nation’s population is suffering—“a real medical problem’—Dr. Emanuel 
ae Cheraskin, University of Alabama, told the Florida State Dental Society. He is developing a quick skin 
up test method to measure vitamin C deficiency which can cause fatigue, gum bleeding, delay in healing of 
her wounds and other troubles. Present tests are expensive, cumbersome and time consuming. 
‘un- LETS SHOOT THE VARMINTS-—The Florida Cattlemen’s Association is urging the State Game Commis- 
fa- sion to stop protecting destructive animals, particularly bears, panthers and alligators. The cattlemen 
this also want investigation of fluorine damage to beef cattle near Polk county superphosphate plants, label- 
000 ing of imported beef as required by Florida law and safeguards against spreading fire ants from North 
will Florida into other areas through hay used for planting or mulching on road shoulders. Their problems 
er will be aired at annual convention Nov. 12-14 in Fort Myers. 
vide 
EVERY LAST PENNY—Checks for from one cent to $44,000 have gone out of the State Comptroller's office 
re- which is refunding, under court order, some six million dollars in intangible taxes collected illegally. 
they The 1957 Legislature doubled the tax rate on bank deposits, stocks and bonds but it can't be applied 
wise until 1958, the Supreme Court ruled. County tax assessors and collectors must return to the taxpayers 
: of all fees they held for the premature intangible tax collections. 
a? CHANT OF THE AUCTIONEERS-The golden harvest of the Florida-Georgia flue-cured tobacco belt is mov- 
a ing in thousands of trucks to warehouses for first of the season’s auctions in the nation. Cash return is 
pe forecast above last year’s $67 million gross for 120 million pounds at the belt's 28 markets. Florida sold 
nth 15% million pounds for $8% million. Volume is boosted by Carolina and Virginia tobacco, brought to 


the early Florida-Georgia belt markets. 
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Florida's find tool mide comes to TAMPA! 


Another industrial first for Tampa! 

Steel, for years an integral part of Tampa’s in- 
dustrial assets, jumped to the forefront in Tampa’s 
1958 economy with the addition of a steel mill, two 
fabricating plants and a distribution warehouse — 
all since January 1. 

Florida Electric Steel Mill, Division of Florida 
Steel Corporation, Tampa: Erecting mill for the 
production of steel. Mill will include Florida’s first 
electric furnace and first steel rolling mill. Billets 
will be poured in August, and rolling mill will be in 
operation in October. 

Laclede Steel Company, St. Louis, Missouri: 
Office, plant and warehouse now in operation on 
Tampa’s waterfront. First barge load of steel ar- 
rived at Tampa plant recently direct from Alton, 
Illinois, via the Mississippi River and Gulf of Mexico. 
The Laclede Tampa plant will produce reinforcing 
rods to specification. 


Sent free on request, this 
brochure will give you 
up-to-date information on 
every phase of Tampa's 
economy. 
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Crane unloading ladle at plant of Florida Electric Steel Mill, Tampa. 
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National Wire Products Corporation, Baltimore, 
Maryland: New Tampa plant will receive wire coils 
via cargo vessel for fabrication into concrete rein- 
forcing mesh. 


Crucible Steel Company of America, New York, 
New York: Warehouse completed on Tampa’s deep- 
water port for storage and distribution of full range 
of Crucible steel products. 

Representing a capital investment of nearly 
$4,000,000, the addition of these facilities to Tampa’s 
long-established steel plants, greatly expands the. 
local availability of all types of steel products — 
another advantage of a Tampa location economy- 
minded industrialists will find extremely interesting. 


Get the facts on Tampa! Write today for your 
personalized copy of “Tampa — Industrial Hub of 
Florida” —a new brochure designed expressly 
for industrialists, manufacturers and plant site 
engineers. Address F. Arthur Turner, Chairman, 
Committtee of 100, Greater Tampa Chamber of 
Commerce, Tampa, Florida. 
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